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ORGANIZATION. 

W.  F.  Mallalieu,  Presiding"  Bishop. 

J.  H.  Amis,  Secretary. 

J.  F.  Pekfy,      I   a      •  i      .  o        i     • 
A/r    r>    -D        I      1  Assistant  Secretaries. 
M.  C  Bkunek,  \ 

M.  A.  Rule,  Statistical  Secretary. 

J.  M.  Melear,  Assistant  Statistical  Secretary 

L.  S.  Fuller,  Treasurer. 

T.  B.  Russell,  Assistant  Treasurer. 


STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

Education— Z .  M.  Melear,  G.  T.  Newcomb,  J.  M.  Emert, 
T.  B.  Russell,  M.  A.  Rule,  J.  C.  Wrig-ht,  R.  J.  Cooke. 

Church  Extension — Hazen  Oaks,  G.  M.  Stout,  G.  B.  Cox, 
William  Kinsland. 

Temperance—^.  H.  McLaug;hlin,  W.  C.  Miller,  G.  W. 
Coleman,  D.  G.  Pile,  W.  B.  Rippetoe,  J.  C.  Hodge. 

Sunday-schools— A.  G.  Cadle,  J:  F.  Perry,  G.  T.  Fran- 
cisco, A.  Y.  Snavely,  J.  S.  Jones,  H.  W.  McKenzie. 

Auditing  Committee— I.  H.  Miller,  L.  B.  Caldwell,  J.  M. 
Durham.  ' 

N'ew  Yo7'k  Booh  Concern  Accounts — Benjamin  Crist,  J.  L. 
Cowen. 

Post  Offices— J.  S.  Strang-e,  R.  G.  Pike,  Roy  Simonds, 
W.  S.  Bandy,  J.  A.  Baker,  G.  W.  Clendenen. 

Conference  Stewards— Z.  S.  Petty,  W.  S.  Grant,  T.  H. 
Hodg-e,  H.  B.  Ogle,  T.  R.  West. 

Conference  Relations — J.  H.  Amis,  M.  C.  Bruner,  J.  C. 
Harmon,  J.  W.  McGee,  W.  T.  Senter. 
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Mc})ioirs—G.  T.  Newcomb,  to  prepare  memoir  of  E.  L. 
Fillmore;  J.  S.  Jones,  to  prepare  memoirs  of  W.  C.  Graves 
and  D.  S.  Hodsden;  A.  C.  Peters,  to  prepare  memoir  of  S.  B. 
Scott;  W.  T.  Senter,  to  prepare  memoir  of  A.  J.  Greer;  T.  R. 
West,  to  prepare  memoirs  of  A.  G.  Watkins  and  Mrs.  D.  S. 
Hodsden;  J.  J.  Manker,  to  prepare  memoir  of  D.  B.  Lawton; 
J.  S.  Petty,  to  prepare  memoir  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Jenningfs;  W.  C. 
Dail)'  to  prepare  memoir  of  Mrs.  John  Swine}'.  W.  B.  Rippe- 
toe  was  added  to  the  committee. 

Church  Literature— B.  M.  Martin,  A.  C.  Peters,  R.  A. 
Parham,  J.  M.  York,  T.  S.  Walker. 

American  Bible  Society — L.  O.  Crowder,  W.  R.  Byerly, 
P.  H.  Henry,  J.  S.  Best,  M.  H.  Monroe. 

Epu'orth  League  Work—Cy.  R.  Rowan,  S.  T.  Westhafer, 
J.  M.  Emert,  J.  W.  Jones,  J.  M.  York. 

District  Conference  Records — J.  L.  Cardwell,  I.  H.  Miller, 
T.  G.  Chase. 

Public  Worship — The  Presiding-  Elder  and  Pastor. 

Permanent  Committee  on  Temperance — S.  G.  Ketron,  G.  T. 
Newcomb,  I.  H.  Miller,  J.  M.  Melear,  T.  B.  Russell,  J.  D. 
Roberson,  E.  H.  McLaug-hlin. 


CONFERENCE    BOARD  OF   EXAMINERS   AND  OFFI- 
CERS OF  THE  CONFERENCE  SOCIETIES. 

Conference  Board  of  Examiners — G.  T.  Newcomb,  T.  B. 
Russell,  J.  F.  Perry,  L.  S.  Fuller,  T.  H.  Hodg-e,  T.  S.  Wal- 
ker, J.  S.  Jones,  r!  J.  Cooke,  W.  C.  Miller,  M.  H.  Monroe, 
G.  W.  Coleman,  C.  W.  Miller. 

Missionar\  Sermon — J.  C.  Wrig-ht;  alternate,  J.  F.  Perry. 

Missionarx  Society — President,  J.  S.  Jones;  Vice-Presi- 
dent, E.  H.  McLaug-hlin;  Secretary,  J.  E.  Hughes;  Treasurer, 
J.  S.  Strang-e. 

Educational  Society — President,  L.  B.  Caldwell;  Vice- 
President,  W.  T.  Senter;  Secretary,  J.  M.  Melear;  Treasurer, 
(i.  W.  Coleman. 
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Sioidav-school  Union — President,  C.  W.  Miller;  Vice- 
President,  H.  B.  Og-le;  Secretary,  J.  M.  Emert;  Treasurer, 
C.  D.  Houchins. 

Board  of  Chwch  Extension — President.  J.  A.  Ruble;  Vice- 
President,  I.  H.  Miller;  Secretary,  J.  S.  Jones;  Treasurer, 
C.  F.  Maskall;  J.  W.  Jones,  J.  A.  Fowler,  W.  C.  Chumlea,  F. 
W.  Biddle,  and  the  Presiding-  Elders,  ex  officio. 

Triers  of  Appeals — See  Question  24. 


DISTRICT  BOARDS  OF   CHURCH  LOCATION. 

Athens  District — G.  R.  Rowan,  J.  H.  Harle,  J.  M.  Melear, 
W.A.  Wrig-ht,  L.  S.  Fuller,  J.  A.  Goddard. 

Chattanooga  District — H.  C.  Beck,  J.  W.  Adams,  J.  E. 
Annis,  G.  T.  Newcomb,  J.  S.  Petty,  J.  M.  York. 

Clinton  District — J.  A.  Fowler,  J.  H.  Amis,  M.  H.  Mon- 
roe, Orville  Taylor,  J.  C.  Harmon. 

GreeneviUe  District— "V^.  B.  Russell,  J.  C.  Campbell,  T.  R. 
West,  G.  A.  Bailey,  W.  R.  Byerly,  J.  P.  Easterly. 

Knoxville  District — C.  F.  Maskall,  J.  S.  Jones,  William 
Kinsland,  Georg'e  French,  I.  H.  Miller,  Nat  West. 
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SESSIONS  OF  THE  HOLSTON  CONFERENCE. 


36   9IARKBT  SQUARE, 

KNOXVILLE.         -        -        -        TENNESSEE. 


Always  lend  a  helping  hand  to  all  charitable  and  industrial  institu- 
tions, as  well  as  selling  goods  cheaper  than  any  other  competitor  in  East 
Tennessee. 

And  at  any  time  parties  visiting  Knoxville  fiom  either  neighboring 
town  or  country,  we  hail  them  a  hearty  welcome  from  every  department 
in  our  store.  Any  purchase  made  in  either  Dry  Goods,  Notions,  Shoes  or 
Millinery  will  be  a  saving  of  more  than  your  trouble. 

DS.A.VER,    zx.a.z^s    &    CO. 
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Name.  Post  Offick. 

Amis.  J.  H Clinton 

Ay«>rs,  R.  O Athens 

liaker,  J.  A Sevierville 

IJaker,  J.  N Fall  Branch 

Best,  J.  S   Graysville 

Bandy,  W.  S Rogersville 

Brown,  T.  W Tazewell 

liruner.  M.  C Athens 

Burk,  M.  R.  M Athens 

Byerly.  W.  R .Baileyton 

Cadle,  A.  G Ducktown 

Caldwell,  L.  B Johnson  City 

Cardwell,  J.  L Witt's  Foundry 

Cass,  T.   A Athens 

Chase.  T.  (J Athens 

Ciendenen,  (J.  W Bridgeport 

Coleman,  G.  W Dayton 

Cones,  F.  M Thorntown,  Ind. 

Cooke,  R.  J Chattanooga 

Cox,  G.  B Keebler's  X  Roads 

Cresswell,  A.  F Kansas 

Crist.  B Athens 

Crowder.  L.  O Han k 

Daily,  W.  C Knoxville 

-Durham,  J.  M Broadway 

'Ernert,  J.  M W.-llspring 

Fitzgerald,  .1.  B Chucky  City 

Franeisc'o,  G.  T Newport 

Fuller,  L.  S Maryville 

Furguson,  E.  C Athens 

(irant,  W.  .S ...    .\ow  Taz<-w."ll 

Greear.  S Scarbrough 

.  Marnion.  .1.  C Sunhriglit 

9l«-!iviMUT.  r.  S.  A..  .Shcrm.in  il-rts 


Name.  Post  Office. 

Henry,  P.  II Maryville 

Houchins,  C.  D liloomingdale 

Hodge,  J.  C Surgoinsville 

Hodge,  T.  H Knoxville 

Hughes,  J.  E Hill  City 

Hooper.  W.  W Athens 

Hyden,  S.  W Maryville 

Jennings.  J.  H Vineland 

Jones,  J.  S Knoxville 

Jones,  J.  W Knoxville 

Julian,  G ; Cleveland 

Ketron.  S.  G Bloomingdale 

Kinsland.  W Thorn  Grove 

Lawson,  J.  D Wear's  Valley 

Little,  J.  B Wellspring 

Long,  W.  R.  .^. Athens      / 

Mann,  J.W.J^^ Knoxville    A 

Manker,  J.  J Chattanooga 

Martin,  B.  M Highland  Park 

McGee,  J.  \V Johnson  City 

McKenzie,  H.  W Erwin 

McLaughlin.  E.  H Maryville 

Melear.  J .  M Athens 

Miller,  C.  W Wellspring 

Miller,  W.  C Morristown 

Miller,  I.  H Knoxville 

Monroe.  M.   H Newconib 

Newconib,  G.  T. Cluittanooga 

Oaks,   Hazen Athens 

Ogle,  H.  B Chueky  City 

Perry,  J.  F Chatata 

Peters,  A.  C Jamestown 

Petty.  J.  .s  Chattanooga 

Pil«'.  I>.   G Eli/.iibethton 
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Name.  Post  Office. 

Reed,  P.  H New  Market 

K_-Richardson,  D Lon<!  Mountain 

Rippetoe,  W.  B Shooks 

Roberson,  J.  D Loudon 

Robinette,  J.  J Athens 

Rose,  A.  M. Broadway 

Rowan,  G.  R Cleveland 

Ruble,  J.  A Maryville 

Rule,  M.  A isevierville 

Russell,  T.  B Greeneville 

Russell,  T.  H Wheat 

Seaton,  J.  B Bank 


Name.  Post  Office. 

Senter,  W.  T Alpha 

Snavely,  A.  Y Andersonville 

Spence,  J.  F Harriman 

Stout,  G.  M Andersonville 

Strange,  J.  S  Ebenezer 

Tallant,  J.  E New  Market 

Walker,  T.  S Whitehorn 

Watts,  M Sherman  Heights 

West,  T.  R Bailey  ton 

Westhafer,  S.  T Chattanooga 

Wright,  J.  C Harriman 

York,  J.  M Pikeville 


Probationers, 


Name.  Post  Office. 

Brackney,  W.  S Loudon 

Cardwell,  J.  W Loudon 

Edwards,  J.  W 

Jameson,  D.  H Kingston 

Lemon,  H.  G 

Lowe,  S.  V Oliver  Springs 


Name.  Post  Office. 

McKenzie,  A.  B Newport 

Parham,  R.  A Webster 

Pike,  R.  G Avondale 

Sanders,  W.  T Scarbrough 

Simonds,  R.  A Rockwood 

Wheeler,  W.  C Chatttanooga 


The  Holston  Annual  Conference  of  the   Methodist  Episcopal 

Church,  Held  at  Newport,  Tennessee,  September 

30  to   October    5,  1896. 


Bishop  W.  F.  Mali.aliku,  Presiding-. 

James  H.  Amis,  Secretary. 
Post  Office  of  Secretary^  Clinton^  Tcnn. 


1.  Who  have  been  Received  by  Transfer^  and  from  what 
Conference?  Georg-e  R.  Rowan,  From  the  Oklahoma  Confer- 
ence; J.  W.  Jones,  from  the  Baltimore  Conference;  James 
Tallant,  from  the  Austin  Conference;  S.  T.  Westhafer,  from 
the  Maine  Conference;  T.  W.  Brown,  from  the  Blue  Ridg-e 
Conference. 

2.  Who  have  been  Readmitted?     None. 

3.  Who  have  been  Received  on  Credentials,  and  from  what 
Churches?    None. 

4.  Who   have  been   Received  on   Trial?     (a)  Li  studies  of 
First  Tear:  John  W.  Cardwell,   William  T.  Sanders,  Albert 
B.    McKenzie,    Wil,liam   C.  Wheeler,   William   S.  Brackney, 
Samuel  V.  Lowe. 

5.  Who  have  been  Continued  on  Trial?  (a)  /;/  Studies  of 
First  Tear:  None,  (b)  In  Studies  of  Second  Tear:  Robert 
A.  Parhara,  Royal  A.  Simonds,  Robert  G.  Pike,  Deloy  H. 
Jameson,  (c)  In  Studies  of  Third  Tear:  None,  (d)  In 
Studies  of  Fourth  Tear:  None. 

6.  Who  have  been  Discontinued?     None. 

7.  Who  have  been  Admitted  into  Full  Membership?  (a) 
Fleeted  and  Ordained  Deacons  this  Tear:  Jacob  S.  Best,  Bur- 
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ton  M.  Martin,  (b)  Elected  and  ordained  Deacons  Previous- 
ly:  William  S.  Bandy,  Charles  D.  Houchins,  S.  T.  Westha- 
fer,  James  E.  Tallant.  ^ 

8.  What  Members  are  in  Studies  of  Third  Tear?  (a)  Ad- 
mitted into  Full  Membership  this  year:  Jacob  S.  Best,  Charles 

D.  Houchins,  William  S.  Bandy,  S.  T.  Westhafer,  B.  M.  Mar- 
tin, James  E.  Tallant.  (b)  Admitted  into  Full  Membership 
previously:  None. 

9.  What  Members  are  in  Studies  of  Fourth  Tea7'?     James 

E.  Hug-hes,  John  M.  Emert,  James  M.  York,  Martin  Watts. 

10.  What  Members  have  Completed  the  Conference  Course 
of  Study?  (a)  Elected  and  Ordained  Elders  this  year:  James 
M.  Melear,  George  M.  Stout,  (b)  Elected  and  Ordained  Elders 
preyiouslv:  None. 

11.  What  others  have  been  Elected  and  Ordained  Deacons? 
(a)  .45  Local  Preachers;  David  H.  Gibson,  William  S.  Brack- 
ney.     (b)  Under  Missiona?y  Rule:  None. 

12.  What  other  have  been  Elected  and  Ordained  Elders? 
(a)  As  Local  Deacons:  Joshua  Linebaugh.  (b)  Under  Mis- 
sionary Rule:  None. 

13.  Was  the  Character  of  each  Preacher  Examined?  This 
was  strictly  done  as  the  name  of  each  Preacher  was  called  in 
open  Conference. 

14.  Who  have  been  Transferred,  and  to  what  Conference? 
Thomas  C.  Warner,  to  Baltimore  Conference. 

15.  Who  have  Died?  William  C.  Graves,  A.  G.  Watkins, 
D.  B.  Lawton,  S.  B.  Scott,  D.  S.  Hodsden,  E.  L.  Fillmore, 
and  A.  J.  Greer. 

16.  Who  have  been  located  at  their  oivn  Request?     None. 

17.  Who  have  been  Located?     None. 

18.  Who  have  Withdrawn?     S.  B.  Hillock,  Charles  Lynch. 
19      Who  have  been  permitted  to  Withdraw  under  Charges  or 

Complaints?     None. 

20.  Who  have  been  Expelled?     None. 

21.  What  other  personal  Notation  should  be  made?  (a)  James 
B.  Cobble,  as  Local  Deacon,  from  Cong-reg-ational  Church. 

22.  Who  are  the  Supernumerary  Preachers?     J.  N.  Baker, 
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J.  D.  Lawson,  F.  M.  Cones,  A.  F.  Creswell,  J.  B.  Seaton,  J. 
F.  Spence,  J.  A.  Baker. 

23.  ]\7io  (I re  //ic  Supcrauuttated  Preachers?     S.  W.  Hyden, 
Georg"e  Julian,  W.  R.  Long",  Samuel  Greear,  J.  B.  Fitzg^erald, 
J.  B.  Little,  R.  O.  Avers,   P.  H.  Reed,  T.  H.  Russell,  W.  C. 
Daily,  J.  W.  Mann. 

24.  Who  are^  the  Triers  of  Appeals?  Hazen  Oaks,  T.  R. 
West,  A.  G.  Cadie,  W.  Kinsland,  A.  C.  Peters,  P.  H.  Henry 
and  J.  W.  McGee. 

25.  What  is  the  Statistical  Report  for  this  year?  See  re- 
port. 

26.  What  is  the  Aggregate  of  the  Benevolent  Collections  as 
reported  hy  the  Conference  Treasurer?     $4,125.00 

27.  What  are  the  Claims  on  the  Conference  Fund?   $1,095.00. 

28.  What  has  beoi  Received  on  these  Claims,  and  how  has 
it  been  Applied?    $1,095.00.     To  conference  claimants. 

29.  Whe?'c  are  the  Preachers  Stationed?  See  Appoint- 
ments. 

30.  Where  shall  the  Next  Confe7'ence  be  held?  At  Athens, 
Tennessee. 
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ATIIE^^S  DisTRicrr. 
J  .1.  RoniXETTE,  Presidln,!;  Elder,  Athens. 
Athens— J.  M.  Meleiir. 
Athens  Circuit — Hazen  Oaks. 
Chatata— J   P.  Perry. 
Cleveland^li.  K.  Rowan. 
Cleveland  Circuit — T.  (J.  Cliase. 
Decatur  — G.  M.  Stone. 
Ducktown — A.  ti.  Cadle. 
Ebene/.er— J.  S.  Strange. 
Erie — Supplied  by  A.  J.  Ilaynes. 
Kingston— M.  C.  Bruner,  D.  II.  Jameson. 
Lenoir — J.  \V.  Cardwell. 
Loudon — W.  S.  Brackney. 
Maryville — L.  S.  Fuller. 
Maryville  Circuit — E.  H.  McLaughlin. 
Madisonville — T,  A.  Cass. 
North  .\thens — Benjamin  Crist. 
W.  \V.  Hooper,  M.  It.  M.  Burk  and  E.  C.  Fur- 

gusun,  Professors  in  U.  S.  Grant  L^niversity, 

members  of  Athens  Quarterly  Conference 
II.  (J.   Lemon,   W.   C.   Wheeler   and    Martin 

Watts  left  without  appointments  to  attend 

one  of  our  schools. 

CHATTANOOGA   DISTiUCT. 

J.  J.  MamvER,  Presiding  Elder,  Chattanooga. 

Chattanooga — 
First  Church— ST.  WesthaCer. 
Alton  Park— Supplied  by  W.  P.  Weston. 
Avondale — R.  G.  Pike. 
Highland  Park- B.  M.  Martin. 
Hill  City— J.  E   Hughes. 
Uidgedalc  and  Tabernacle — To  be  supplied. 
Snerman  Heights— U.  S.  A.  Heavener. 

Crossville  ('ircnit— Supplied  by  H.  L.  Nestor. 

Daisy  Circuitv-Supplied  by  \V.  C.  Haltom. 

Dayton  and  Spring  City — G.  W.  Coleman. 

Graysville— 'J.  S.  Besi. 

Ilarriman— J.  C.  Wright. 

Jasper — Supplied  by  .John  Swiney. 

Kimball  Circuit — 'lobe  supplied. 

Morgan  Springs— To  be  sujiiiUed. 

Pikeville— J.  A.  York. 

Rockwood — Roy  A.  Simonds, 

South  Pittsburg — Supplied  by  G.  W.  Paul. 

Tracy  City— Supplied  by  \V.  T.  Dugan. 

Webster  Circuit  — R.  A.  Parhanv 

(i.  T.  Newconib,  Dean  School  of  Theology, 
member  First  ('liurch  (Jiiarterly  Confer- 
ence. R.  J.  Cooke.  Professor  School  of 
'I'heology,  member  .\thens  (Quarterly  Con- 
ference. J.  S.  Petty,  Field  Agent  (hunt 
I'nivL'rsity,  member  First  Church  Quarterly 
Conference. 

CLINTON  DISTRICT. 

J.  D.  ROBEKSON,  Presiding  Elder,  Loudon. 
Andersonville— A.  Y.  Snavely. 
Big  Valley— W.  S.  Grant. 


Clinton— J.  H.  Amis. 

Cumberland  Gap— C.  W.  Miller. 

Deer  Lodge— Supplied  by  W.D.  Gorman. 

Jamestown— A.  C.Peters. 

Jellico  and  Newcomb— M.  H.  Monroe. 

Maynardsville— G.  M.  Stout. 

New  River — Supplied  by  B.  C.  Taylor. 

t)liver  Springs— S.  V.  Lowe. 

Rutledge— Supplied  by  J.  T.  Phillips. 

Scarbrough — W.  T.  Sanders. 

Sunbright— J.  C.  Harmon. 

Tazewell — T.  W.  Brown. 

Well  Spring— J.  M.  Emert. 

GREENEVILLE  DISTRICT. 
S.   G.    Ketro.V,   Presiding   Elder,   Blooming- 
dale. 
Bloomingdale— C.  D.  Ilouchins. 
Butler— To  be  supplied. 
Chucky  City— H.  B.  Ogle. 
Elizabethton  and  Roan  Mountain— D.  G.  Pile. 
Erwin — H.  W.  McKenzie. 
Fall  Branch— J.  W.  McGce. 
Greeneville— T.  B.  Russell. 
Greeneville  Circuit — W.  R.  Byerly. 
Johi.son  City— L.  B.  Caldwell. 
Jonesboro  Circuit — G.  B.  Cox. 
Mountain  City — G  W-  Clendenen. 
Newport  Circuit — A.  B.  McKenzie. 
Oakland— T.  R.  West. 
Parrottsville — J    L.  Cardwell. 
Rogcrsville  — W  S  Bandy. 
Konjeo--To  be  supplied. 
Sneedville — 1).  Richardson. 
Surgoinsville— J.  C.  Hodge. 
Watauga  Circuit--J.  II.  Jennings. 

KNOXVILLE    DISTRICT. 
Ja.mes  A.  RtTBLE,  Presiding  Elder,  Maryville. 

Dandridge — W.  T.  Senter 

Elm  Cirove  and  Jone^'  Chapel— T.  II.  Hodge. 

Fair  (>arden — P.  H.  Henry. 

Knoxville: 
Asylum  Street—!.  H.  Miller. 

East  End — J.  M.  Durham.-— — -~ — ■ 

First  Church — J.  W-  Jones. 
Luttrel  Street- -J.  S.  Jones. 

Knoxville  Circuit — .\   M.  Rose. 

Little  River — L.  O.  Crowder. 

Morristown — W.  C.  Miller. 

Morristown  Circuit— T.  S.  \V^ker. 

Newport — G.  T.  Francisco. 

New  Salem — W.  B.  Rippetoe. 

Richardson's  ('ove — To  be  supplied. 

Sevierville — M.  A.  Rule. 

'I'horn  (irove — William  Kinsland. 

WrarsVallev— Supplied  by  J.  B.  Seaton. 

James  E.  Tallant,  Principal  Holston  Semina- 
ry, member  of  Dandridge  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence. 


HOLSTON  CONFERENCE  JOURNAL, 

Newport,  Tennessee,  September  30,  1896. 

The  thirty-second  annual  session  of   the  Holston  Confer- 
ence of   the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  con- 
Convention       vened    in   the   M.    E.    Church,    Newport,    at   9 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  September  30,  1896,  Bishop  Wil- 
lard  F.  Mallalieu,  LL.  D.,  of  Boston,  presiding-. 

In   opening-  the  conference  Rev.  J.  A.  Ruble  announced 
our  conference  hymn,  798: 

"And  are  we  yet  alive, 
And  see  each  other's  face? 
Devotions  Glory  and  praise  to  Jesus  g-ive 

For  His  redeeming-  g-race." 

After  the  sing-ing-.  Rev.  S.  G.  Ketron  led 
in  prayer;  Scriptures  read,  1st  chapter  of  I  Peter,  by  Dr.  J.  J. 
Robinette.  Dr.  J.  J.  Manker  announced  the  hymn  211,  after 
the  singing-  of  which,  the  Bishop,  assisted  by  the  Presiding- 
Elders,  administered  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  in  a 
very  beautiful  and  impressive  manner. 

Rev.  T.  B.  Russell,  secretary  of  the  former  session  called 

the  Conference  Roll    and   49   members   of   the 

Foil  Call  conference,    and    6   probationers,    answered   to 

their    names.     When   the    names   of    seven   of 

our  belov^ed  brethren  were  called  it  was  solemnly  announced, 

he  is  dead. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Ruble,  J.  H.  Amis  was  elected  Secre- 
tary, with  J.  F.  Perry  and  M.  C.  Bruner,  Assist- 
Officers  ants.     M.  A.  Rule  was  elected  Statistical  Secre- 

tary; J.  M.  Melear,  Assistant.     L.  S.  Fuller  was 
elected  Treasurer;  T.  B.  Russell,  Assistant. 
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The  list  of  Standing-  Committees  was  read 

Standing  by  J.  J.  Robinette,  and  confirmed  by  the  confer- 

Committees       ence.     On   motion  J.  L.  Cowen,  representative 

of  the  Book  Concern,  at  Cincinnati,  was  added 

to  the  committee  on  Book  Concern  Accounts. 

Papers  relating-  to  the  Gospel  in  all  Lands, 

Papers  Christian    Temperance    Alliance,    Freedmen's 

Keferrcd  Aid  and  Southern  Education,  Episcopal  Fund, 

Sunda^'-school  Union,  and  Tracts,  were  referred 

to  the  proper  committees. 

The  Presiding  Elders  were  appointed  a  com- 
Missions  mittee  on  Missions. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Ruble,  at  the  sugg^estion 
Time  of  of  the  pastor,  J.  E.  Hughes,  the  time  of  meeting- 

Daily  and  adjourning-  of  the  sessions  was  fixed  at  8:30 

Sessions  and   11:45  a.  m. 

The  Bar  of  the  conference  was  fixed  to  in- 

Bar  elude   sixteen    pews    directly    in   front   of    the 

altar. 

The  Bishop  announced  that  the  conference  was  authorized 

to  draw  on  the  Chartered  Fund  of  the  M.  E. 

Drafts  Church  for  $22.00,  and  on  the  Book  Concern  for 

$777.00,  and   on   motion   drafts   were   ordered, 

properly   sig-ned,    and    placed   in   the  hands  of   J.  S.  Patty, 

Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Stewards. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Ruble  the  Secretar}-  was 
Dr.  Mann  requested  to  send  a  telegram  of   sympathy  to 

Rev.  J,  W.  Mann,  D.  D.,  in  his  afflictions. 

On  motion  of  G.  W.  Coleman  the  conference 
Grades  decided  that  the  g-rade  in  all  studies  in  the  con- 

ference should  be  above  65,  in  the  scale  of  100. 
On  motion  of  J.  J.  Manker  it  was  decided  that  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  action  of  the  General  Conference  on  the  subject 
of  Conference  Examinations  the  Certificate  of 
Certificates  of    any  of  our  literary  and  theological  schools,  to 
Examinations    the  effect  that  a  candidate  has  passed  the  usual 
examinations  shall   be  received  bv  the  confer- 
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cnce  as  satisfactory  for  the  present  session;  but  that  for  the 
future  such  certificates  must  include  the  g-rades  made  in  each 
and  every  study. 

Tlie  following-  persons  were  introduced  to  the  conference: 
Rev.  Dr.  S.  L.  Baldwin,  Secretary  Missionary  Society;  A.  L. 
S.  Bateman,  of  North  Ohio  Conference;  Rev.  A.  C.  Snoddy, 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church;  Rev.  William  M. 
Introduced  Dye,  of  Virginia  Conference;  Rev.  E.  H  Rey- 
nolds, of  Blue  Ridge  Conference;  Rev.  G.  R. 
Rowan,  of  Oklahoma  Conference;  Rev.  J.  D.  Hickson,  of  M. 
E.  Church,  South;  Rev.  J.  W.  Jones,  who  was  transferred 
from  Baltimore  Conference;  Mr.  J.  L.  Co  wen,  of  the  Book 
Concern  at  Cincinnati;  Mr.  Georg-e  W.  Mallalieu,  brother  of 
the  Bishop;  Charles  H.  Bateman,  M.  D.,  of  Newport;  Rev. 
James  G,  Teter.  of  North  Minnesota  Conference;  Rev.  S.  T. 
Westhafer,  transferred  from  Maine  Conference. 

The  thirteenth  question,    tuas   the  character 
Question  13       of  each  preacher  examined?  was  taken  up. 

After  the  passag-e  of  their  characters,  J.  J.  Robinette,  Pre- 
siding Elder,  Athens  District;  J.  J.  Manker,  Presiding-  Elder; 
Chattanooga  District;  J.  D.  Roberson,  Presiding- 
Call  of  the         Elder,  Clinton  District;  S.  G.  Ketron,  Presiding- 
Districts  Elder,  Greeneville  District;    J.  A.  Ruble,  Pre- 

siding  Elder,  Knoxville  District,  each    gave  a 
clear,  interesting  and  encouraging  report  of  their  respective 

Districts. 
Statistical  On  motion  of  M.  A.  Rule  it  was  decided  to 

Session  have  a  statistical  session  at  2  o'clock. 

After    announcements,   and   appropriate    re- 
Adjourned         maH<s  by  the  Bishop,  on  motion  the  conference 
adjourned  with  the  benediction  by  Dr.  Baldwin. 

AFTERNOON     SESSION. 

.  Conference  called  to  order  at  2  o'clock,  L.  B. 
Statistics  Caldwell  in  the  chair.     Devotional  services  con- 

Collected  ducted  by  D.  G.  Pile.     The  roll  was  called,  and 

the  statistics  were"  collected. 
On  motion  the  conference  adjourned  with  benediction  by 
Dr.  Manker. 
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SECOND   DAY. 
Newpokt,  Tennessee,  October  1,  1896. 

Conference  met  at  8:30  o'clock.  Prayer-meeting-  conducted 
b}'  Rev.  P.  H.  Henry,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  the  journal 
of  j-esterday  was  read,  corrected  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  G.  W.  Coleman,  Hazen  Oaks, 
Committee  of    T.  B.  Russell,  and  J.  S.  Jones  were  appointed  a 
Examination     committee  on  examination  of  candidates  for  ad- 
mission on  trial. 

Dr.  S.  L.  Baldwin  addressed  the  conference 
Dr,  Baldwin       on  the  importance  of   diffusing-  missionary  in- 
formation, and  of   pressing  the  claims  of   the 
Missionary  Society. 

A  resolution  in  reg-ard  to  receiving"  transfers 
Transfers  into   this   conference  was  presented   by  G.  W. 

Coleman,  and  on  motion  of  J.  J.  Manker  it  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Conference  Relations. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Robinette  read  a  paper  relating-  to  special  trans- 
fers, and  on  motion  of  D.  G.  Pile  it  was  considered  in  open 
conference.     On   motion  of    G.  W.  Coleman  it 
Special  was  adopted,  after  an  animated  discussion,  dur- 

Transfers  ing  which  a  motion  for  the  previous  question  by 

I.  H.   Miller  was   lost;    and,  also  a  motion  by 
J.  A.  Ruble  to  refer  it  to  a  special  committee  was  lost. 

J.  W.  Jones  arose  to  a  question  of  privileg-e. 
Question  of  He  thanked  the  conference  for  the  senti- 
Privilege  ments  just  expressed  by  the  brethren,  and  as- 

sured them  of  his  loyalty  to  the  principles  of 
our  itineranc3\ 

The   thirteenth   question    was   resumed.     The    following- 
effective  Elders  were  called  and  after  the  pas- 
Ouestion  13       sage  of   their  characters,  those  in  charge  re- 
Resumed  ported  their  collections.     They  were  requested 
to   report  their  missionary  collections,   and  to 
state  if  all  the  collections  were  taken. 

Hazen  Oaks,  J.  S.  Strang-e,  M.  H.  Monroe,  W.  C.  Miller, 
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T.  G.  Chase,  J.  F.  Perry,  M.  C.  Bruner,  L.  S.  Fuller,  L.  B. 
Caldwell,  T.  R.  West,  Benjamin  Crist,  T.  A.  Cass,  R.  J. 
Cooke,  W.  W.  Hooper,  M.  R.  M.  Burk,  E.  C.  Furg-uson,  S.  T. 

Westhafer,  G.  W.  Coleman,  U.  S.  A.  Heavener, 
Effective  J.  C.  Wrig^ht,  J.  C.  Harmon,   G.  T.  Francisco, 

Elders  G.  T.   Newcomb,  J.   S.  Petty,    A,  Y.  Snavely, 

W.  S.  Grant,  E.  H.  McLaug-hlin,  C.  W.  Miller, 
A.  C.  Peters,  J.  H.  Amis,  P.  H.  Henry,  A.  G.  Cadle,  D.  G. 
Pile.  J.  W.  McGee,  T.  B.  Russell,  J.  C.  Hodg-e,  G.  B.  Cox, 
H.  W.  McKenzie,  H.  B.  Ogle,  W.  R.  Byerly,  G.  W.  Clen- 
denen,  J.  h.  Cardwell,  D.  Richardson,  W.  T.  Senter,  I.  H. 
Miller,  J.  S.  Jones,  J.  M.  Durham,  A.  M.  Rose,  L.  O.  Crowder, 
T.  H.  Hodg-e,  T.  vS.  Walker,  M.  A.  Rule,  William  Kinsland, 
W.  B.  Rippetoe. 

When  the  name  of   G.  M.  Stone  was  called 
G.  M.  Stone       J.  J.  Robinette  stated  that  it  was  rumored  that 

brother  Stone  was  not  a  member  of  this  confer- 
ence; that  he  had  joined  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Manker  a  committee  was 
J.  C.  Wright      appointed  on  the  relation  of  J.  C.  Wright  to  the 

conference,  consisting-  of  the  following-,  viz.: 
T.  S.  Walker,  T.  B.  Russell,  L.  B.  Caldwell,  J.  W.  McGee, 
Benjamin  Crist. 

Dr.  Cooke   addressed    the   conference  for   a 
Dr.  Cooke  few   minutes   on    the   claims   of   the  Methodist 

Advocate- Journal. 

Rev.    J.    S.    Hill,    Principal  of   Morristown 
Introduced         Seminary,  and  Rev.  J.  E.   Tallant,   of  Austin 

Conference  were  introduced  to  the  conference. 
On    motion    of    L.    B.    Caldwell    tomorrow 
Order  of  morning-  at  10:30  o'clock  was  fixed,  as  the  time 

the  Day  for  voting-  on  the  constitutional  questions. 

Notices  were  g-iven,  and  the  conference  adjourned  by  ex- 
piration of  time.  The  doxolog-y  was  sung-,  and  the  benedic- 
tion was  pronounced  by  W.  R.  Long-- 
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THIRD  DAY. 

Newport,  Tennessee,  October  2,  1896. 

The  conference  reassembled  at  8:30  a.  m.  Devotional 
services  conducted  by  G.  W.  Coleman.  The  minutes  were 
read,  corrected,  and  approved  as  corrected. 

Delinquent  charges  were  called,  and  it  was 
Delinquent  found  that  no  reports  had  been  received  from 
Charges  Hig-hland  Park  or  Ooltewah. 

T.  B.  Russell  presented  a  report  on  creden- 

Cfedentials        tials,    which,  on   motion  of   Dr.  Manker,    was 

received  and  placed  on  file. 

T.  B.  Russell  stated  that  he  had  $16.00  in  his  possession, 

which  had  been  placed  in  his  hands  by  this  conference  last 

year  for  Mrs.  Ing-le,  of  the  Virginia  Conference. 

Mrs.  Ingle  Mrs.  Ing-le  having  died  before  the  money  reached 

her,  he  asked  what  he  should  do  with  the  money. 

On  motion  of  J.  S.  Jones  he  was  authorized  to  return  it  to 

the  present  Board  of  Stewards. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Manker  the  following  per- 
sons were  placed  on  the  list  of  Conference  Claim- 
Conference        ants,  viz. :    Mrs.   E.   L.  Fillmore,    Mrs.   D.  B. 
Claimants  Lawton,  Mrs.  A.  G.  Watkins,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Scott, 

Mrs.  A.  J.  Greer,  and  the  minor  children  of  the 
late  D.  S.  Hodsden. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  T.  R.  West,  W.  B.  Rippetoe  was  added 
to  the  committee  on  memoirs. 

The  class  of  the  first  year  was  called.     Robert  A.  Parham, 

Royal  A.  Simonds,  and  Robert  G.  Pike,  having 

Class  of  passed   satisfactory  examinations,   and   recom- 

First  Year  mended    by   the  Presiding  Elders,  on  motion, 

were   passed   in   the   studies  of   the  first  year. 

Those  in  charge  reported  their  collections. 

The  class  of  the  third  year,  J.  E.  Hughes,   J.  M.  Emert, 

and  J.  M.  York.     There  being  nothing  against 

Third  Year        them,  they  reported  their  collections;  and  being 

highl}'  recommended  b}-  the  committee  of  exam- 
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ination  and  the  Presiding-  Elders,  on  motion  they  were  passed 
in  the  studies  of  the  third  year. 

James  M.  Melear,  Georg-e  M.  Stout,  charac- 
Fourth  Year      ters  passed,  they  reported  their  collections;  and, 
having-  met  the  requirements  of  the  discipline 
were  passed  in  fourth  year,  and  elected  to  Elder's  Orders. 

Charles  Lynch  and  Martin  Watts  not  being- 
Continued         present,  on  motion  of  the  Presiding  Elder,  were 
continued  in  the  studies  of  the  fourth  year. 
On   motion  of    S.   G.  Ketron  the  complaint 
Complaint  against  G.  M.  Stone  for  leaving  the  charge  to 

Entertained        which  he  had  been  assigned  by  Bishop  Goodsell 
was  entertained.     On  motion  of  Dr.  Caldwell 
the. following  committee  was  appointed  to  try  the  complaint: 
Dr.  G.  T.  Newcomb,  W.  C.  Miller,  G.  T.  Fran- 
Special  cisco,  G.    W.  Coleman,  J.    M.  Durham,    J.  P. 
Committee         Perry,  P.  H.  Henry,  J.  S.  Jones,  William  Kins- 
land,  J.  W.  McGee",  J.  U  Cardwell,  I.  H.  Miller. 
Dr.  Newcomb  was  appointed  chairman,  and  all  papers  rela- 
ting  to   the   case   were   placed   in   his    hands. 
Dr.  Cooke  Brother  Stone   selected   as  counsel  Dr.  Cooke, 
who  was  confirmed  by  the  conference.     On  mo- 
J,  M,  Melear      tion  of   Dr.   Robinette,  J.    M.  Melear  was  ap- 
pointed counsel  for  the  Church,     M.  C.  Bruner 
M,  C<  Bruner     was  appointed  secretary  for  this  committee. 

Dr.  Newcomb  gave  a  very  interesting  and 
Dr.  Newcomb   encouraging  report  of  the  work  of   the  Theo- 
logical School  at  Chattanooga. 
Under  the  twelfth  question,  David  H.  Gibson,  from  the 
Athens  District,  and  William  S.  Brackney,  from  the  Knoxville 
District,  having  passed  a  satisfactory  examina- 
Ouestion  12       tion  on  the  four  years  course  of  study  for  Local 
Preachers,  and   being   properly   recommended, 
were  elected   to  Deacon's  Orders.     Joshua  Linebaugh,  from 
the  Greeneville  District,  being   properly  recommended,  and 
having   passed   the   required    examination,    on   motion,   was 
elected  to  Elder's  Orders. 
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James  B,  Cobble,  who  came  to  our  Church  from  the  Con- 

g"reg-ational  Church,  after  satisfactorilj-  answer- 
J.  B.  Cobble        ing-  the  disciplinary   questions   propounded  by 

the  Bishop,  on  motion  of  J.  D.  Roberson,  was 
recog-nized  as  a  Local  Deacon. 

On  motion  of  K.  H.  McLaug"hlin  it  was  de- 
Temperance  cided  to  hold  a  Temperance  and  Prohibition 
Service  service  this  evening-  at  7  o'clock. 

Rev.  W.  A.  Webber,  of  the  East  Tennessee 
Introduced         Conference,  was  introduced  to  the  conference; 

and,  at  the  sug-g-estion  of  the  Bishop,  a  collection 
was  taken  to  assist  brother  Webber  in  building-  a  church. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Robinette,  the  Secretary 
D.H.Jameson   was  requested  to  send  to  brother  D.  H.  Jameson 

a  teleg-ram  expressing-  to  him  our  sympathy  in 

his  affliction. 

J.  L.  Cowen  made  a  statement  to  the  confer- 
J.  L.  Cowen        ence,  offering-  g-reat  barg-ains  in  books,  and  urg-- 

ing-  the  preachers  to  avail  themselves  of  them. 
Class  of  the  second  year  was  called.     Deloy 
Second  Year      H.   Jameson,  not  being-  present  on  account  of 

personal  affliction,  was  continued  in  the  studies 

of  the  second  year. 
Burton   M.    Martin,    William   S.    Bandy,   Jacob   S.    Best, 
Charles  D.  Houchins,  Sherman  T.  Westhafer,  and  James  E. 

Tallant  were  called  forward,  and  after  a  very 
Bishop's  earnest  and  impressive  address  by  the  Bishop  on 

Address  the  honors,  duties  and  privileg-es  of  the  ministry 

in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  they  an- 
swered affirmatively,  without  hesitation,  all  the  Disciplinary 
Questions,  and,  on  motion,  were  passed  in  the  studies  of   the 

second  year,  admitted  into  full  connection  in  the 
Elected  conference;   and  Burton   M.   Martin,    Jacob   S. 

Deacons  Best,  were  elected  to  Deacon's  Order.     Charles 

D.  Houchins  and  William  S.  Bandy  having-  been 
ordained  Deacons,  and  Sherman  T.  Westhafer  and  James  E. 
Tallant  ordained  Elders. 
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On  motion  the  time  was  extended. 

On  motion  of    L.   B.  Caldwell  the  time  for 

Time  voting-   on    the    Constitutional    Questions    was 

Deferred  deferred  till  tomorrow  morning"  at  10:30  o'clock. 

On  motion  B.  M.  Martin  and  A.  C.  Peters  were  added  to 

the  committee  on  Church  Literature. 

Notices  were  g^iven,  and  conference  adjourned 
Adjourned         with  the  benediction  by  W.  C.  Daily. 


FOURTH  DAY. 

Newport  Tennessee,  October  3,  1896. 

The  conference  met  this  morning-  at  8:30  o'clock,  the 
Bishop  conducting  the  devotional  exercises.  At  9  o'clock  the 
minutes  were  read,  corrected  and  approved. 

On  motion  a  communication  was  sent  to  the 
Railroads  Railroad  Authorities,  sig-ned  by  the  President 

and  Secretary  of  the  conference. 

Dr.   J.  M.   Freeman,    representative   of    the 

Introduced         Sunday-school  Union   and   Tract   Society,   and 

Dr.  W.  H.  W.  Rees,  of  the  Freedmen's  Aid  and 

Southern  Education  Society,  were  introduced  to  the  conference. 

Dr.  T.  B.  Russell  stated   that  there  was   a 

Debt  debt  on  the  printing  of  the  minutes  of  last  year 

of  $ ,  and,  on  motion  of  J.  A.  Ruble,  I.  H. 

Miller  was  appointed  to  collect  funds  to  liquidate  that  debt. 

On  motion  of  G.  W.  Coleman,  a  committee 
Publishing  was  tippointed  on  the  publication  of  the  minutes, 
Committee        consisting-  of  the  Secretary  and  his  Assistants, 

the  Statistical  Secretary,  and  the  Treasurer. 
Treasurer's  L.  S.  Fuller,  the  conference  Treasurer,  made 

Report  his  report  by  Districts,  which  was  adopted. 

The  twent^'-second  question  was  taken  up — ''\\7w  are  the 
Supernumerary  Preacheis?''''     J.  N.  Baker,  J.  D. 
Supemu^  Lawson,  F.  M.  Cones,  A.   F.  Cresswell,  J.  B. 

merary  Seaton,  J.  F.  Spence,  J.  A.  Baker,  were  called 
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Effective 

Superan'' 
nuates 


and  there  beings  nothing;  ag^ainst  them  were  continued  in  the 
Supernumerary  relation. 

J.  H.  Jenning^s  was  made  effective. 
Under    the    twenty-third    question,    S.    W. 
Hyden,  G.  Julian,  W.  R.  Long-,  Samuel  Greear, 
J.B.  Fitzg-erald,   J.  B.  Little,   R.  O.  Ayers,   P. 
H.    Reed,    T.  H.  Russell,  W.  C.   Daily,  J.  W. 
Mann,   were  called,  characters   passed,   and   they  were   con- 
tinued in  the  superannuated  relation. 

W.  C.  Daily,  W.  R.    Long-,  J.  B.    Fitzg-erald 
Present  and   P.  H.    Reed  were   present  and  the   confer- 

ence   was  delig-hted   and  melted   to  tears   with 
the  cheering-  words  of  these  dear  old  heroes. 

When  the  names   of   W.  C.    Graves,   A.  G. 
Dead  Watkins,    A.  J.    Greer,    S.  B.  Scott   and   D.  B. 

Lawton   were   called  the   response  came  in  sol- 
emn tones.  Dead. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  taken  up.  The 
questions  to  be  voted  upon  were  stated  b}^  the 
Bishop,  "Elig-ibility"  and  "Equal  representa- 
tion in  the  General  Conference." 

Votes  on  Elig-ibility,  ayes  34,  noes  23; 
Equal  Representation,  a^^es  27,  noes  28, 

Sister  Hug-hes,  widow  of  Rev.  John  R. 
Hug-hes,  who,  for  many  years,  was  an  efi&cient 
and  honored  member  of  this  conference  was  in- 
troduced to  the  conference. 

J.  F.  Perry  presented  the  report  on  Sunday- 
schools  and  Tracts,  which,  after  some  encour- 
ag-ing-  remarks  by  Dr.  Freeman,  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Robinette  question  thirty 
—  Where  shall  the  next  Conference  he  held? — was 
taken  up.  Athens  and  Harriman  were  put  in 
nomination,  and  when  the  vote  was  taken  Ath- 
ens was  selected. 

The  Temperance  Report  was  read  by  E.  H. 
McLaug-hlin  and,  on  motion,  was  adopted. 


Order  of 
the  Day 

Votes 
Introduced 


Sunday*' 
schools 
and  Tracts 

Question  30 
Athens 


Temperance 
Report 
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Dr.  W.  H.  W.  Rees  addressed  the  conference 
on  the  importance  of  the  Freedmen's  Aid  and 
Southern  Education  Societ}'. 

The  Auditing-  Committee  reported  and  the 
report  was  adopted. 

The  report  on  District  Conference  Records 
was  read  and  adopted. 

The  committee  in  the  case  of  G.  M.  Stone 

reported  throug-h    M.    C.    Bruner  stating-    that 

Brother  Stone  had  been  vindicated,  after  which 

his  character  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  L.  B.  Caldwell  it  was  decided  that  when  we 

adjourn  we  do  so  to  meet  at  2  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

After  notices  were  g-iven  conference  adjourned  with  bene- 
diction by  J.  B.  Fitzg-erald. 


Dr.  Rees 

Auditing 

Dist,  Conf. 
Records 

G.  M.  Stone 
Vindicated 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Prayer  by  Dr. 
Cooke.  Minutes  of  morning-  session  read,  corrected  and  ap- 
proved. 

IWio  shall  he  Received  07i  Trial? — was  taken  up.     John  W. 
Cardwell,  from  the  Athens  District;  William  T. 
Received  Sanders,  from  Clinton  District;   Albert  B.  Mc- 

on  Trial  Kenzie,  William  C.   Wheeler,  from  Greeneville 

District;  William  S.  Brackney  and  Samuel  V. 
Lowe,  from  Knoxville  District,  being-  properly  recommended, 
and  passed  satisfactory  examination,  on  motion,  were  received 

on  trial. 
On  File  Grade  of  the  class  placed  on  file. 

On    motion  of   L.    B.     Caldwell,    Hug-h    G. 
Continued         Lemon  was  continued  on  trial  and,  left  without 
an  appointment  to  attend  school, 

Martin  Watts  was   made   effective   and  left 
Martin  Watts     without  appointment  to  attend  school. 

The  committee  in  the   case  of  J.    C.  Wrig-ht 
J.  C  "Wright      made  a  report,  which,  on  motion,  was  adopted; 
after  which  his  character  passed. 
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The  Permanent  Committee  on  Temperance 
Permanent  was  nominated  by  E.  H.  McLaug-hlin  and  con- 
Committee  on  firmed  by  the  conference.  On  motion  of  I.  H. 
Temperance     Miller,  E.  H.  McLaug-hlin    was   added  to    the 

committee. 
Excused  On  motion  J.  C.  Wrig-ht  was  excused  from 

preaching-  the  missionary  sermon. 
The  Committee  on  Public   Worship  made   announcements 
for  Sabbath  services. 

On  account  of  arduous  labors,  on  motion, 
Dr.  Cooke  Dr.  Cooke  was  relieved  from  preaching"  on  Sun- 

Excused  day,  and  G.  W.  Coleman  was  appointed  in  his 

stead. 

A  communication  from  Rev.  Charles  Lynch, 
Withdrawn       asking-  to  withdraw  from  M.    E.  Church,    was 
read  by  Dr.  Mankcr  and,  on  motion  his  request 
was  g-ranted. 

Reports  on  Church  Extension,  American  Bi- 
Keports  ble   Society,  Epworth  Leag-ue,  Church  Litera- 

ture and  Education  were  read  and  adopted. 
A  resolution  requesting-  the  business  mana- 
Fesolution         g-er   of  the    Methodist  Advocate-Journal  to  send 
receipts  for  money  sent  him  on  subscriptions, 
was  offered  by  Dr.  Robinette  and,  on  motion  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  M.  C.  Bruner,  subscriptions 
Subscription      were  taken  for  the  printing-  of  the  minutes. 

Rev.  R.  L.  Leslie,  of  the  Virg-inia  Confer- 
Introduced         ence,  and  Rev.  H.  W.  Leslie,  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  were  introduced  to  the  conference. 
On  motion  it  was  decided  that  when  we  adjourn  we  do  so 
to  meet  at  7:30  o'clock  Monday  morning-. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Caldwell,  J.  J.  Manker 
Committee  on  and  T.  S.  Walker  were  appointed  a  committee 
Resolutions        on  resolutions. 

After  some  kindly  g-iven  remarks  by  the  Bishop,  confer- 
ence adjourned  with  benediction  by  T.  S.  Walker. 
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FIFTH  DAY. 

Newport,  Tea'nessee,  Oct.  5,  1896, 

Conference  met  this  morning*  at  7:30  o'clock.  After  devo- 
tional services  the  minutes  were  read,  corrected  and  approved. 
Mrs,  Ingle  On  motion  of  T.  R.  West,  S.  G.  Ketron  was 

requested  to  write  the  memoir  of  Mrs.  Ing-le. 
Without  At    his  own    request    William   C.    Wheeler 

Appointment     was    left   without    an    appointment   to    attend 
school. 

The  Committee  on  Conference  Relations  of- 
Lost  fered  their  report,  requesting  that    no  person, 

over  45  years  of  ag"e,  be  transferred  to  this  con- 
ference.    The  report  was  not  adopted. 
Stewards'  The  Stewards'  report  was  read  bj  J.  S.  Petty 

Report  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Ruble,  the  money  apportioned  to  Mrs. 
A.  J.  Greer  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Millard  Myers  to 
be  used  as  needed. 

Conference  J.   S.  Petty  offered  a  resolution   on  the  Con- 

Claimants  ference  Claimants'  Fund  which  was  adopted. 

Missions  The  Report  on  Missions  was  adopted. 

The  Board  of  Church  Extension,  the  Confer- 
Conference  ence  Board  of  Examiners  and  the  District 
Boards  Boards  of  Church  Location  were  read  by  J.  J. 

Robinette  and  adopted. 

M.  A.  Rule  presented  the  Statistical  Report 
Statistics  and  it  was  adopted  without  being-  read. 

Resolutions  of  thanks  were  tendered  Bishop 

Thanks  W.  F.  Mallalieu.  Dr.  T.  B.  Russell,  J.  A.  Ruble 

J.  E.  Hug-hes,  the  g-ood  people  of  Newport  and 
the  railroad  companies. 

The  Journal  was  read  and  approved. 

On   motion   of  Dr.    Manker,  conference   ad- 

Appointments   journed  after  devotional  services  and  reading-  of 

the  appointments. 

W.  F.  MALLALIEU,  President. 
JAMES  H.  AMIS,  Serrctmy. 


REPORTS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 

m,  S.  Grant  XHniVCrsit^. — This  University,  the  central 
Institution  of  highest  grade  for  our  white  conferences  in  the 
south,  has  just  completed,  according"  to  its  catalogue,  its 
thirtieth  year.  It  has  maintained  a  steady  g-rowth,  both  in 
enrollment  and  quality-  of  work,  and  is  at  present  a  member 
of  the  University  Senate,  which  relation  indicates  its  high 
standing-  in  the  educational  field.  But  especially  do  its  alum- 
ni and  former  students,  who  are  to  be  found  in  all  sections  of 
our  countr}^  representing-  the  various  positions  and  lines  of 
leg-itimate  business,  attest  the  merits  of  our  school,  which 
appeals  to  you  for  your  sympathy,  patronag-e  and  prayers. 

For  many  years  the  Freedmen's  Aid  and  Southern  Kduca- 
tion  Society  has  rendered  g-enerous  financial  support,  but  the 
time  has  come  when  we  should  beg-in  to  consider  waj^s  and 
means  for  a  permanent  endowment  fund.  The  alumni  have 
inaug-urated  a  move  in  this  direction.  Notes  of  1100  and  up- 
wards are  solicited,  the  interest  payable  annually  and  the 
principal  in  easy  installments.  Ofic  hundred  thousand  dollars 
oug-ht  to  be  easily  raised. 

The  school,  for  its  thirty-first  year,  has  opened  with  an  en- 
rollment of  some  20  per  cent  over  last  year.  Prof.  W.  A. 
Wrig-ht,  Ph.  D.,  is  the  efl&cient  Dean  of  the  Colleg-e  of  Liber- 
al Arts,  and  he  is  ably  supported  by  a  fine  Faculty. 

The  School  of  Theolog-y,  of  which  Dr.  G.  T.  Newcomb  is 
the  efficient  Dean,  has  enjoyed  a  year  of  prosperity  and  is 
demonstrating-  its  g-reat  importance  to  the  successful  prosecu- 
tion of  the  work  within  the  bounds  of  this  conference. 
The  School  of  Medicine  and  the  Business  Colleg-e  have  also 
had  commendable  success,  nor  have  their  prospects  for  the  fu- 
ture in  the  least  diminished. 
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Althoug-h  not  immediately  under  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
versity, and  yet,  in  connection  with  it,  is  the  Ritter  Indus- 
trial School  for  Girls,  conducted  by  the  Woman's  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society.  This  helpful  and  most  needed  school  is  also 
in  a  prosperous  condition  and  is  a  g-reat  auxiliary  in  the  far- 
reaching-  and  important  work  of  the  institution. 

In  view  of  these  facts  we  are  profoundly  g^rateful  to  the 
Great  Head  of  the  Church  for  His  fostering-  care,  and  pray 
that  more  and  more  His  blessings  may  rest  upon  the  labors  of 
His  servants,  the  entire  faculty. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  as  ministers  of  the  Holston 
Conference,  holding-  a  very  intimate  relation  to  the  U.  S. 
Grant  University,  we  will  continue  to  present  its  claims  to 
the  people  and  in  every  wa}^  to  advance  its  interests. 

2.  That  we  recommend  the  appointment  of  G.  T.  New- 
comb,  Dean  of  School  of  Theology,  R.  J.  Cooke,  W.  W. 
Hooper,  M.  R.  M.  Burk,  E.  C.  Ferg-uson,  Professors,  and 
John  S.  Pett3%  Field  Agent  for  said  University. 

3.  We  recommend  Rev.  J.  F.  Perr}',  J.  J.  Manker,  I.  H. 
Miller,  J.  J.  Robinette,  J.  M.  Melear  and  T.  H.  Hodg-e,  as  a 
Conference  Board  of  Visitors  for  the  ensuing-  year,  and  the 
Presiding  Elders  as  visitors  to  the  School  of  Theolog-y. 

ifreeDmen's  BiO  an^  Soutbern  Education  Society.— 

The  aid  given  b^y  this  society  to  our  University  and  affiliated 
schools  has  been  g-enerous  and  timely.  Without  this  aid  our 
educational  work  would  be  very  much,  if  not  fatally,  crippled. 
We,  therefore,  desire  to  call  our  pastors'  attention  to  the  pre- 
senting of  the  claims  of  this  society  to  their  cong-regations 
and  endeavor  to  rilise  the  apportionment  assigned  this  Confer- 
ence. 

JSoar^  of  lE^UCatiOn— We  are  truly  grateful  to  the  Gen- 
eral Eudcational  Society  for  the  substantial  aid  it  has  g-iven 
our  educational  work  both  at  U.  S.  Grant  University  and  at 
other  schools  within  the  bounds  of  this  Conference.  U.  S. 
Grant  University  alone  received  during-  its  history  $20,000; 
therefore,  that  we  show  our  appreciation  of  this  very  liberal 
aid,  be  it 
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Resolved^  That  the  pastors  of  Holston  Conference  shall  in- 
sist on  the  observance  of  Children's  Day  in  all  Sunday-schools 
on  their  charg"es,  using  the  official  prog-ramme  published  by 
Dr.  Payne;  also  that  they  assist  in  the  collection  of  loans,  for- 
warding all  collections  for  this  society  at  once  to  Secretary 
Payne. 

®aF?lanD  Seminar^.— Oakland  Seminary  is  situated  at 
Baileyton,  Greene  county,  Tennessee.  This  school  up  to  the 
present  date  has  enrolled  200  students,  with  more  to  follow. 
The  Seminar}^  is  a  neat  two-story  frame  building,  30x60  feet, 
divided  into  five  recitation  and  study  rooms.  Besides  this, 
the  people  of  Baileyton  and  surrounding  country  have  erected 
a  beautiful  auditorium, with  a  seating  capacity  of  1500,  with 
.stage  settings  of  the  most  beautiful  designs,  all  of  which,  to 
be  appreciated,  must  be  seen. 

The  campus  contains  six  acres,  which  is  adorned  with  cot- 
tages and  dormitories,  some  twenty  in  number,  for  the  benefit 
of  students  wishing  to  board  themselves. 

The  school  is  under  the  principalship  of  Miss  Nina  L.  Bai- 
ley, class  of  '87,  U.  S.  Grant  University,  with  J.  K.  P.  Ma- 
lone  and  Miss  Nola  Sanders  as  assistants.  Under  this  corps 
of  teachers  the  course  has  been  thoroughly  revised  and  is  now 
as  thorough  and  strong  as  any  preparatory  school  in  East 
Tennessee.  It  is  in  the  midst  of  its  friends  and  owes  it  life 
to  them.  It  is  fifteen  years  old  and  has  enrolled  over  1000 
different  students  and  graduated  thirty-three  of  them.  The 
property  is  worth  from  $8,000  to  $10,000. 

TKHeSle^an  BcaDem^ — This  school,  last  year,  may  be 
considered  as  having  been  a  success.  Prof.  H.  P.  Ketron, 
the  Principal  says:  We  succeeded  in  working  up  some  inter- 
est, and  were  able  to  keep  the  school  open  the  entire  year, 
making  an  average  attendance  of  48  for  the  year.  We  open- 
ed the  present  session  August  24th,  and  are  now  closing  the 
6th  week  with  a  very  fair  attendance.  We  have  enrolled  98 
up  to  date,  and  have  made  an  average  attendance  of  75  the 
first  month.  Our  school  is  very  largely  made  of  local  pat- 
ronage. 
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We  recommend  the  financial  condition  of  this  school  to  the 
careful  consideration  of  the  Freedmen's  Aid  and  Southern  Ed- 
ucation Society. 

IkiriGSle^  Seminari^.— King-sley  Seminar}-,  at  Blooming-- 
dale,  Tennessee,  founded  nineteen  ^-ears  ago,  has,  from  the 
beg'inning',  been  under  the  manag-ement  of  the  present  Prin- 
cipal, Joseph  H.  Ketron,  A.  AI.  It  is  situated  in  Sullivan 
county,  and  near  the  Tennessee  and  Virginia  state  line.  The 
location  of  this  school  is  such  as  not,  naturally,  to  interfere 
with  the  interests  of  any  other  seminary  of  our  church. 

While  the  largest  part  of  its  patronage  is  from  East  Ten- 
nessee, Southwest  Virginia  and  Southeastern  Kentucky, 
students  have  been  received  from  twelve  different  states. 
From  the  beginning  844  different  students  have  been  received. 
Of  this  number  467  have  been  non-residents.  So  far  as  can 
be  ascertained  about  208  have  been  trained  for  teaching,  and 
45  have  studied  for  the  ministry. 

Kingsley  Seminary  has,  during  these  nineteen  years,  been 
meeting-  a  real  want  in  the  territory  from  which  most  of  its 
patronage  comes. 

The  character  of  the  school  has  been  such  as  to  secure  the 
confidence  of  good,  intelligent  people. 

We  endorse  this  school  and  urge  our  people  there  to  aid 
in  its  further  development. 

IPOWeirs  Dallep  Seminar^.— This  institution  is  enter- 
ing upon  what  promises  to  be  a  very  prosperous  year.  The 
literary  department  is  in  charge  of  three  teachers,  all  of 
whom  are  graduates  of  Grant  University.  The  enrollment 
last  year  was  as 'follows: 

Primary, : I4i 

Intermediate, 18 

College  Preparatory, 31 

Music, 14 

Counted  Twice, 12 

Total, 71^ 

The  enrollment  to  date  this  term  has  reached  about  170, 
and  promises  to  be  larger  by  several    per  cent,  than  last  year. 
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We  are  among"  a  g-ood  sturdy  people,  but  a  people  very 
much  in  need  of  thorough,  sound  education.  Such  an  educa- 
tion we  are  trying;  to  place  within  their  reach. 

/IDurpb^  dollegC— The  year  closing-  May  15th,  1896,  was 
the  most  successful  year  in  the  history  of  the  school.  The 
enrollment  for  the  year  was  359.  Two  g-raduated  from  the 
classical,  and  ten  from  the  academic  courses.  The  course  of 
study  has  been  raised  so  as  to  include  an  additional  year's 
work. 

The  manag-ement  of  the  school  is  keeping-  in  mind  that 
Murphy  Colleg-e  is  intended  to  be  a  feeder  to  U.  S.  Grant  Uni- 
versity, and  all  dilig-ence  will  be  used  to  have  all  its  students 
complete  their  education  there. 

The  Girls'  Industrial  Home,  which  was  opened  at  the  be- 
g-inning-  of  this  school  year,  has  proven  to  be  a  g-reat  advantag-e 
to  the  school.  The  expense  of  board,  including-  room,  fuel  and 
ligfht,  is  put  at  the  exceeding-  low  figure  of  five  dollars  per 
month.  The  Home  will  furnish  accommodation  for  forty  gfirls, 
and  it  is  expected  that  all  the  room  will  be  occupied  before 
the  3^ear  closes. 

A  reading-  room  and  larg^e  additions  to  our  library  are 
among-  the  improvements  which  have  proved  to  be  of  g-reat 
benefit  to  our  students. 

The  outlook  for  the  school  was  never  more  hopeful. 

Murphy  Colleg-e  is  located  at  Sevierville,  Tenn.,  the  county 
seat  of  Sevier  county,  on  Pig-eon  river,  twenty-five  miles  east 
of  Knoxville.  Boats  run  daily  between  Knoxville  and  Sevier- 
ville. This  section  of  country  is  noted  for  its  healthfulness, 
mildness  of  climate  and  beauty  of  scenery.  Spring-s  and 
streams  of  pure  water  are  abundant. 

From  the  campus  there  may  be  had  an  unobstructed  view 
of  the  Smoky  and  Chilhowee  rang-es  of  mountains.  All  thing^s 
considered,  there  is  no  more  suiteible  place  in  the  centralSouth 
for  the  location  of  a  colleg-e. 

For  further  informatien  address  the  President,  J.  C.  Eckles, 
D.  D.,  Sevierville,  Tenn. 

IbOlStOn  Seminary. — This  is  g-ood  school  property  in  the 
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town  of  New   Market,  Tennessee,    most  beautifully   located, 
and  well  worth  $2,500. 

For  several  years  the  school  had  befenneg-lected,  but  during- 
the  past  two  years  the  property  has  been  improved  to  the  ex- 
tent of  S300,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  school  g-reatly  increased. 
The  history  of  this  well  known  institution  need  not  be  repeat- 
ed to  the  members  of  the  Holston  Conference,  who  are  ac- 
quainted \^ith  hundreds  of  people,  throughout  the  bounds  of 
this  conference,  who  testify  by  their  business  ability  and 
Christian  integrity  to  the  effective  training  received  in  Holston 
Seminary. 

Under  the  present  management,  with  the  hearty  support  of 
the  church,  the  school  bids  fair  to  steadily  increase  in  useful- 
ness. 

Students  enrolled  during-  the  past  year,  138;  income  of 
school,  about  $500.  Present  school  jea.r  beg-an  Aug-ust  17, 
and  continues  with  increased  attendance. 

lParrOttSV>llle  HcaDemp— From  the  Parrottsville  Acade- 
my no  report  has  been   received,  but  your  committee   learns 
that  the  institution  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  having-  en- 
rolled more  students  at  its  recent  opening-  than  for  some  years. 
Respectfully  Submitted,    • 

J.  M.  Mei,EAk,  Chairman. 
R.  J.  Cooke.  Secretary. 


BpVVOrtb  Xeague  Morft— Believing-  most  firmly  in  the 
providential  origin  of  the  Kpworth  League,  and  fully  con- 
vinced of  the  mag-nificent  possibilities  inherent  in  it,  we  sub- 
mit for  more  than  ordinary  consideration  the  following-  reso- 
lutions: 

1.  Membership  in  the  Epworth  League  means  something- 
or  nothing;  the  pledge  insists  that  it  means  something;  yea, 
verily,  that  it  means  much.  In  view  of  prevailing  low  stand- 
ards of  life  and  laxity  of  discipline,  we  believe  that  the 
pledge  should  be  affectionately  presented,  clearly  explained, 
and    firmly    insisted    upon.        Moreover,    the    distinction  be- 
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tween  members  as  active  or  associate  may  be  thus  most  easily 
determined. 

2.  While  every  department  of  Leag-ue  work  is  important 
and  thoroug-hly  org-anized  and  cannot  be  dispensed  with,  yet 
it  must  be  said  that  not  one  is  more  vital  than  that  contem- 
plated in  the  org-anization  and  efficient  operation  of  Junior 
Leag-ues. 

It  cannot  be  too  strongh^  insisted  on  that  the  church  that 
today  most  successfully  and  intellig-entl}-  subserves  the  inter- 
ests of  the  young-  will  be  the  church  of  tomorrow.  Few  de- 
partments of  church  work  afford  more  opportunities  or  open 
as  wide  avenues  of  possibility  as  the  Junior  League.  We, 
therefore,  commend  the  matter  as  worth}'  the  profoundest  re- 
gfard,  and  beseech  our  pastors  and  Senior  Leag-ues  to  unite  in 
the  earl}'  org-anization  and  efficient  manag-emert  of  Junior 
Leag-ues  in  every  charg-e  in  the  Conference. 

Resolved,  That  we  recog-nize  in  the  reading-  course  an  op- 
portunity for  the  literary  and  moral  culture  of  our  young- 
people  and  deplore  the  fact  that  it  is  not  more  g-enerally  pur- 
sued. 

We  cong-ratulate  the  Epzuorth  Herald  on  its  enlarg-ed  cir- 
culation, and  we  unqualifiedly  indorse  and  recommend  it  to 
the  patronag^e  of  all  our  chapters.  The  Methodist  Advocate- 
Journal  has  been  of  g-reat  service  to  this  cause,  and  we  urg-e 
Epworthians  throughout  the  Conference  to  do  ever3'thing-  in 
their  po^ver  to  extend  its  circulation. 

We  recommend  Dr.  Schell's  Bible  Studies,  the  use  of 
which  we  believe  will  promote  inteliig-ent  and  devout  famil- 
iarit}'  with  the  word  of  God. 

Let  our  pra^-ers  be  full  of  faith  that  the  next  Spring-  Rally 
to  be  held  in  April,  1897,  may  be  one  of  marked  spiritual 
profit  and  power.  The  last  one  held  at  Harriman  was  a  sig- 
nal success,  rich  in  sug-g-estiveness  and  spiritual  profit. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  R.  Rowan. 
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TTCIUpCtance. — Believing-  the  liquor  traffic  to  be  the  most 
stupendous  evil  of  our  time,  and  believing-  that  "the  only 
proper  attitude  toward  it  for  Christians  is  that  of  relentless 
hostility,"  we  hereby  declare  our  purpose  to  promote  every 
proper  means  for  its  suppression  and  prohibition  by  law. 

And,  looking-  toward  org-anized  facilities  for  creating-  sen- 
timent favorable  to  leg-al  prohibition,  we  submit  herewith  a 
communication  from  Dr.  A.  J.  Kynett,  chairman  of  the  "Per- 
manent Committee"  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on 
Temperance  and  Prohibition. 

GENERAL  CONFERENCE  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1.  That  at  each  session  of  every  Annual  Conference  there 
shall  be  held,  wherever  practicable,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Conference  Temperance  Society  or  Committee,  a  conference 
anniversary  or  mass  meeting-  in  the  interest  of  temperance 
and  prohibition. 

2.  That  we  approve  the  object  of  the  American  Anti- 
Saloon  Leag-ue,  as  expressed  in  its  constitution,  and  that  we 
watch  with  interest  and  prayer  its  efforts  to  suppress  the  sa- 
loon; that  we  co-operate  with  such  Leag-ue  so  far  as  is  con- 
sistent with  our  avowed  principles  of  leg-al  prohibition,  and 
that  we  authorize  the  Permanent  Committee  on  Temperance 
and  Prohibition  to  appoint  deleg-ates  to  the  annual  conven- 
tions of  said  Leag-ue. 

3.  That  in  harmony  with  the  action  of  other  religious 
bodies,  the  fourth  Sunday  in  November  in  each  year,  or  some 
proximate  day,  be  observed  as  Temperance  Sunday  in  all  our 
churches  by  providing-,  under  the  direction  of  the  pastor,  ad- 
dresses and  other  exercises  suited  to  inculcate  the  principles 
of  temperance  and  prohibition. 

4.  That  the  General  Conference  recommend  to  each  An- 
nual Conference  the  appointment  of  a  Permanent  Committee, 
auxiliary  to  the  Permanent  Committee  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence. 

5.  That  in  every  district  of  each  Annual  Conference  a 
committee  be  appointed,  of  which  the  Presiding-  Elder  shall 
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be  chairman,  with  instructions  to  co-operate  with  the  Perma- 
nent Committee  of  the  Conference,  such  District  Committee  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Permanent  Committee  of  Temperance,  of 
the  Annual  Conference. 

6.  That  the  Committee  on  Temperance,  of  each  Quarterly 
Conference,  be  recommended  to  promote  such  org"anization  of 
the  members  of  the  Church  and  cong^reg^ation  as  may  be  prac- 
ticable, for  co-operation  in  each  church,  under  the  direction 
of  the  pastor  and  Quarterly  Conference,  with  the  Permanent 
Committees  of  the  District  and  Annual  Conferences. 

7.  We  recommend  that  collections  be  taken  on  Temper- 
ance Sunday  to  be  divided  as  follows:  One-fourth  to  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  Committee;  one-fourth  to  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence Committee;  one-half  to  the  Quarterly  Conference  Com- 
mittee. 

We  also  recommend  to  this  Annual  Conference  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committees  sug-g-ested  by  the  General  Conference 
Committee,  and  that  we  proceed,  at  once,  to  org-anize  the 
Districts  and  various  charg-es  in  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendations of  said  General  Conference  Committee. 

We  also  present  the  following-  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  time  has  not  yet  come  when  we  can 
dispense  with  most  careful  and  constant  instruction  on  the 
subject  of  temperance. 

Resolved,  That  we  believe  it  the  duty  of  every  christian, 
and  especially  every  chirstian  minister,  to  regfister  his  vote 
ag"ainst  the  licensing  of  the  liquor  traffic. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

K.  H.  McLaughlin, 

W.    B.    RiPPETOE, 

D.  G.  Pile, 
W.  C.  Miller, 
J.  C.  Hodge. 


CbUrCb  literature. — whereas,  This  is  an  ag-e  of  Litera- 
ture; the  people  are  becoming-  more  and  more  a  reading-  peo- 
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pie;  the  destinies  of  young-  people  are  determined  larg-ely  by 
the  class  of  literature  which  they  read;  our  Church  stands  sec- 
ond to  no  other  church  in  offering-  to  her  people  g^ood,  whole- 
some, inspiring  literature.       And 

Whereas,  Many  of  our  pastors  are  careless  in  reg^ard  to 
our  publications,  showing-  less  interest  in  this  g-reat  work 
than  our  Fathers  in  the  ministry  formerly  did.  Hence  they 
are  not  doing-  what  they  should  do  for  the  promotion  of  intel- 
lig-ence  and  lo3'alt3-  among-  the  young-  people  by  the  distribu- 
tion of  christian  Literature. 

Resolved^  1.  That  we  pledg-e  ourselves  to  encourage, 
as  far  as  practicable,  among-  our  people,  a  strong  apprecia- 
tion' for  our  publications,  and  a  consuming-  desire  for  the 
reading-  of  such  books  and  periodicals  as  will  be  productive  of 
both  culture  and  piety. 

2.  That  we  believe  the  Methodist  Advocate-Journal ,  the 
official  org-an  of  the  Holston  Conference,  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  is  ably  edited,  is  for  the  promotion  of  the  interests 
of  the  M.  K.  Church  in  the  south;  that  we  appreciate  the  sac- 
rifices made  in  the  past  for  the  paper  b}^  Rev.  R.  J.  Cooke, 
D.  D,,  Rev.  J.  S.  Petty  and  others;  and,  that  we  pledg-e  our 
loyalty  to  this  paper,  and  our  efforts  for  the  increase  of  its 
circulation  among-  the  members  of  the  Church  in  the  bounds 
of  the  Holston  Conference. 

3.  That  we  appreciate  the  worth  of  the  "Great  family 
of  Advocates"  published  by  our  church,  the  Epwoi-th  Her- 
ald, the  official  org-an  of  the  Epworth  Leag-ue,  and  the  ably 
prepared  periodical,  the  Methodist  Review,  and  heartily  rec- 
ommend the  Christian  Advocate,  or  the  Western  Christian  Ad- 
vocate, for  every  Methodist  family,  and  the  Epzvoiih  Herald  as 
being-  the  best  paper  published  for  our  young- ^people,  and  the 
Methodist  Reviciv  as  being-  helpful  to  every  intellig-ent  Meth- 
dist. 

4.  That  the  literature  of  the  Sunday-school,  Epworth 
Leag-ue  and  Tract  Society  are  worthy  of  our  sincere  con- 
sideration; that  we  pledg-e  our  support  and  loyalty  to  all 
the  publications  of  the  Book  Concerns  at  Cincinnati  and  New 
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York,  and  all  the  departments  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  arc 
convinced  that  our  people,  both  pastors  and  laymen,  should 
patronize  more  liberall}-,  than  they  do,  our   own  publications. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 
J.  M.  York, 
R.  A.  Par  HAM, 
B.  M.  Martin. 


SunDav*5Cb00lS  an&  TlractS.— While  we  rejoice  in  the 
gfrowth  of  our  Sunday-school  work,  and  the  results  that  have 
been  realized,  we  believe  there  are  3'et  possibilities  of  g-reat 
mag-nitude  before  the  church;  and,  inasmuch  as  the  relig^ious 
education  of  the  young-  is  of  vast  importance,  we  recommend 
that  gfreat  care  be  exercised  by  pastors  and  superintendents  in 
the  selection  of  teachers. 

And,  whereas,  the  Sunday-school  Union  has  aided  during- 
the  past  year  more  than  3,000  schools  of  our  Church;  and, 
whereas,  it  has  no  resources  except  contributions  from  the 
charg-es,  and  that  it  asks  from  the  entire  Church  the  sum  of 
$50,000,  as  the  smallest  amount  with  which  its  work  can  be 
done,  (the  apportionment  to  this  Conference  being-  $165),  we 
recommend  that  this  amount  be  approved  and  apportioned  b}' 
the  Presiding-  Klders  to  the  scA'eral  charg-es,  and,  if  practica- 
ble, be  raised  the  coming-  year. 

And  as  the  circulation  of  tracts  is  an  important  evang-el- 
izing-  instrumentality,  we  pledg-e  ourselves  to  do  what  we  can 
to  meet  the  demands  of  this  g-ood  work.  We  recommend  and 
sincerely  urg-e  that  a  collection  for  tracts  be  taken  on  every 
charg-e  the  coming-  year.  G.  T.  Francisco, 

A.  Y.  Snavely, 
A.  G.  Cadle, 
J.  F.  Perry. 


5.  C  limrigbt. — Your  committee  to  whom  the  conference 
relation  of  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Wrisfht   was   referred   finds  that  a 
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record  has  been  made,  and  incorporated  in  the  minutes  of  the 
Holston  Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  of  the  admis- 
sion to  that  conference  of  the  Rev,  J.  C.  Wrig-ht,  of  this  con- 
ference. Said  records  seem  to  your  committee  to  be  in  reg"ular 
form.  But  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Wrigfht  appeared  before  your  com- 
mittee and  declared  that  said  conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
South,  had  no  rig-ht  to  make  any  such  record.  That  he  never 
was  admitted  to  said  conference,  and  that  he  did  not  know 
that  such  chang-e  had  been  made  until  he  saw  it  in  print 
some  time  thereafter. 

Your  committee  finds  further  that  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Wrig-ht 
did  g-o  to  the  appointment  assig^ned  him  by  this  conference, 
which  charg-e  your  committee  learns  he  has  served  acceptably 
during-  the  conference  year. 

Your  committee  further  learn  from  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Wrig"ht 
that  he  does  not  seek  membership  in  said  conference  referred 
to;  and,  whereas,  a  chang-e  of  membership  could  not  be  com- 
pleted without  the  action  of  this  conference, 

Therefore  we  recognize  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Wrig-ht  as  a  member 
in  regular  standing  in  this  conference. 

T.  S.  Walker, 
Thomas  B.  Russell, 
John  W.  McGee, 
Benjamin  Crist, 
L.  B.  Caldwell. 


CbUrCb  JExtenSiOn.— Whereas  the  Church  Extension 
Society  of  the  'Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  one  of  the 
efficient  ag-encies  in  the  promotion  of  our  work  in  the  South, 
not  only  in  our  cities,  but  in  our  rural  territory;  and,  • 

Whereas,  The  Holston  Conference  has  been  extensively 
aided  in  the  erection  of  many  commodious  houses  which  could 
not  have  been  built  without  aid;  and, 

Whereas,  The  Missionary  Society  g-reatly  needs  its  aid 
to  carry  out  the  injunction,  GO;  therefore, 

Rcso/rcd,     That  we  will  instruct  our  people  on   this  g-reat 
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subject,  and  pledg-e  ourselves,  as  far  as  possible,  to  raise  our 
amount  apportioned  to  each  charg^e. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hazen  Oaks,  Chairman. 


Bmerican  Bible  SOCtetp. — whereas,  the  American  Bible 
Societ}'  has  become  so  embarrassed  that  it  has  been  compelled 
to  suspend  its  home  colporterag-e  work;  and, 

Whereas,  The  Society  has  received  $5,484.54  less  this 
year  than  was  received  twenty  3^ears  ag"o,  thus  retarding"  its 
work,  we,  your  committee,  recommend  that  each  preacher  in 
the  Holston  Conference  receiving-  an  appointment  take  the 
collection  for  the  American  Bible  Society  at  as  early  a  date 
as  practicable,  and  forward  the  same  to  the  Society. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
L.  O.  Crowdek, 
W.  R.  Byerly, 
P.  H.  Henry. 


HuMtinO  (Committee. — Your  committee  to  audit  the 
Presiding-  Klders'  accounts  have  performed '  that  duty,  and 
find  them  all  correct.  I.   H.   M1LI.ER,  Chairman. 


S)iStriCt  Conference  1ReC0r&S. — Your  committee  on  Dis- 
trict Conference  Records  report  them  all  correctly  kept. 

J.  L.  Cardwell,  Chairman. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  ORDINATION. 

7\}  tJic  Hohton  Annual  Conforncc: 

This  certifies  that  in  Newport,  Tennessee,  on  Sunday,  the 
4th  day  of  October,  1896,  in  accordance  witli  the  Discipline 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  I  ordained  as  Deacons: 
Jacob  S.  Best,  William  S.  Braclcney,  David  H.  Gibson,  and 
Burton  M.  Martin.  And  as  Elders:  James  M.  Melear, 
George  M.  Stout,  Joshua  Linebaug-h. 

Given  under  mj  hand  in  Newport,  Tennessee,  on  the  4th 
day  of  October,  1896.  W.  F.  Mallai^ieu,  Bishop. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MISSIONS. 

Athens  District. 

Ducktown $  90  00 

Erie 95  00 

King-ston 145  00 

Mary^dlle  Circuit 60  00 

North  Athens 80  00 

Total $470  00 

Chattanooga  District. 

Alton  Park $  40  00 

Avondale 40  00 

Hill  City 1 20  00 

Ridgedale , 80  00 

Sherman  Heights , 40  00 

Crossville 20  00 

Dayton  and  Spring  City 250  00 

Daisy .    50  00 

Kimball  Street 40  00 

Morgan  Spings \ 40' 00 

Pikeville SO  00 

Rockwood 40  OO 

South  Pittsburgh ,  100  00 

Tracy  City 40  00 

Webster 40  00 

Total $920  00 
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Clinton  District. 

Clinton $  80  00 

Jamestown 60  00 

Deer   Lodg-e 50  00 

Jellico  and  Newcomb 50  00 

Maynardville 30  00 

Cumberland  Gap 40  00 

Sunbrig-ht 40  00 

Scarbroug-h, 20  00 

Oliver  Spring-s 40  00 

Total $410  00 

Greeneville  District. 

Elizabethton $  85  00 

Greeneville 100  00 

Johnson  City 50  00 

Jonesboro  Circuit 45  00 

Rog-ersville 60  00 

Sneedville 20  00 

Wataug-a 60  00 

Surg-oinsville 30  00 

Total $450  00 

Knoxviule  J)istkict. 

Elm  Grove $  50  00 

East  End,  (Knoxville) 200  00 

Morristown 100  00 

Morristown  Circuit 40  00 

Newport 100  00 

Wear's  Valley 60  00 

Total $550  00 

Grand  total $2,800  00 

I  hereby  concur  in  the  above  appropriation. 

W.  F.  Mallalieu. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  STEWARDS. 

Received  for  distribution: 

From  the  Chartered  Fund I  22  00 

From  the  Book  Concern 777  00 

From  Conference  Collections 280  00 

From  T.  B.  Russell,  Secretary 16  00 

Total $1,095  00 

This  has  been  distributed  with  the  g-reatest  possible  care 
as  follows: 

R.  O.  Avers $  65  00  Paid  to  Crist. 

Mrs.  W."B.  Balling-er 15  00  "  Chase. 

Mrs.  Daniel  Carter 10  00  "  Reed. 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Clark 15  00  "  Petty. 

W.  C.  Daily 100  00  "  Himself. 

Mrs.  W.  H.  H.  Dug-g-an ....  15  00  "  West. 

Mrs.  John  Forrester 26  00  "  Peters. 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Fillmore 50  00  "  Newcomb. 

Mrs.  A.  J.  Greer 50  00  ''  Grant. 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Haskall 10  00  "  Jones,  J.  S. 

Mrs.  G.  M.  Hicks 15  00  "  Melear. 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Hughes 12  00  "  Herself. 

S.  W.  Hyden 50  00  "  Parham. 

MinorheirsofD.  S.  Hodsden      50  00  "  Rule. 

Mrs.  W.  T.  Jones 100  00  "  West. 

Gcorg-e  Julian 15  00  "  Rowan. 

Mrs.  D.  B.  Lawton 25  00  "  Jones,  J.  S. 

J.  B.  Little 15  00  "  Amis. 

W.R.Long 50  00  "  Himself. 

J.  W.  Mann 60  00  "  Jones,  J.  S. 

Mrs.  J.  P.  Milburn 12  00  "  McGee. 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Morrison 25  00  "  Byerly,  W.  R. 

Mrs.  J.  P.  Morton 100  00  >'  Amis. 

P.  H.  Reed 75  00  "  Himself. 

T.  H.  Russell 60  00  "  Manker. 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Rog-ers 15  00  "  Rowan. 

Mrs.  S.  B.  Scott 25  00  "  Gorman. 

Mrs.  M.  Seaton 15  00  "  McGee. 

Mrs.  Elijah  Still 10  00  "  Chase. 

Mrs.  A.  G.  Watkins 10  00  "  Roberson. 

Total $1,095  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Newport,  Tcnn.,  Oct.  5,  1896.  J.  S.  Petty,  Chairman. 
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RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  larg-e  number  of  worthy, 
necessitous  cares  on  our  list  of  Conference  Claimants,  the 
Presiding-  Elders  be  instructed  to  apportion  according-  to  the 
abilit}'  of  the  respective  charges,  the  sum  of  live  hundred 
dollars  ($500.00)  to  be  raised  for  this  fund  the  ensuing  confer- 
ence year;  and  that  each  pastor  be  required  to  present  this 
cause  and  to  solicit  contibutions  from  everj-  society. 

J.  S.  Petty, 
J.  S.  Jones. 

Resolved,  That  this  conference  extend  to  the  Rev.  T.  B. 
Russell  its  hearty  and  sincere  thanks  for  his  very  efficient 
and  acceptable  services  as  Secretary  of  the  body  during  the 
last  twelve  3'ears.  J.  J.  Robinette, 

W.  C.  Miller. 

Resolved,  That  our  appreciation  is  hereby  expressed  to 
the  Railroad  Companies,  over  whose  lines  we  reached  the 
seat  of  conference,  for  the  reduced  rates  given  us,  and  for  all 
courtesies  we  have  recieved  at  their  hands. 

J.  S.  Jones. 

Resolved,  That  the  Presidency  of  Bishop  W.  F.  Mallalieu 
over  the  present  session  of  the  Holston  Conference  has  been 
in  the  highest  degree  satisfactory-  to  us  as  a  conference,  and 
that  his  admonitions  and  addresses,  and  his  preaching,  have 
been  eminently  instructive  and  inspiring-,  and  we  believe  that 
the  beneficial  results  of  his  presence  among-  us  will  long  be 
felt  for  good. 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  Rev.  J.  A.  Ruble,  Presiding- 
Elder,  and  to  Rev.  J.  E.  Hughes,  Pastor,  and  to  the  g-ood  people 
of  Newport,  our  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  royal  manner  in 
which  the}'  have  provided  for  and  entertained  us  during  our 
session,  and  that  we  g-ratefully  record  our  appreciation  of  the 
generosity  of  the  pastors  and  people  of  all  the  Churches  of 
the  pleasant  little  city  of  Newport. 

J.  J.  Manker, 
J.  S.  Jones, 
T.  S.  Walker. 
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PRACTICAL  SUGGESTIONS. 

1.  Be  sure  3'our  report  is  correct,  and  be  ready  to  report 
the  first  daj'  of  the  conference. 

2.  Study  carefully  the   actions,   reports   and   resolutions 
contained  in  this  book. 

3.  Keep  a  copy  for  future  reference. 

4.  Remember  this  book  costs  something" — labor,  time,  pa- 
tience and  money.  J.  H.  Amis,  Secretary. 


SECRETARY'S  CERTIFICATE. 

I  certify  that  this  pamphlet  contains  in  substance  the  offi- 
cial proceedings  of  the  thirty-second  session  of  the  Holston 
Conference.  J.  H.  Amis,  Secretary. 


SPECIAL   NOTICE. 


Friends  into  whose  hands  this  pamphlet  may  fall,  please 
remember  our  friends  who  have  advertised  in  it.  Help  those 
who  help  us.  J.  H.  Amis,  Secretary. 
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N.  W.  SMITH, 

Pres.  !ind  Mnna^er. 


R.  E.  SMITH, 

Sec.  iind  Treas. 


East  Tennessee  Woodworking  Company, 

PLANING  MILL  AND  LUMBER  YARD. 


S?  MANUFACTURERS  OF  2;^  t?. 

g        DOORS,  SASH,  BLI.NJDS,         ^,j^j^j^j|       ALL  KINDS  OF  BUILDING       g 

g    MOULDINGS,  TURNED  AND    g  g  MATERIALS,  LATH,  CEMENT.g 


DEALERS   IN  t 

ALL  KINDS  OF  BUILDING 


SCROLL  WORK. 


iiiHJi)  c;^^KGS5{XJrH:JiH^iJiJi:t^{JiJrK3• 


g  LIME,  ETC.  g 


MORRISTOW^N,    TENN. 


The  Mester-Ncwcomer  Dry  Goods  Company, 

403  and  405  Gay  St„  KNOXVILLE,  TENN. 
Knoxville's  Busy  Store  on  Knoxville's  Busy  Street. 

Our  immense  business  is  the  legitimate  result  of  always  giving  to  the  peo- 
ple the  best  goods  at  the  lowest  prices.  Samples  sent,  with  best  prices,  on 
application.     Express  prepaid  on  all  purchases  over  $5.00. 


JDIRIBSS  G-OOIDS- 
25   Cents, 

Double  width,  all  wooHancy  suiting  Q^p 
Regular  price  35c.     Our  Price  per  yd  .-  -'"'-• 

39  Cents. 

40  inch,  wool,  fancy  dress  goods,  same  OQa 
sold  in  city  at  4fic.     Our  Price  per  yd   .    <J"'^ 

59  Cents. 

A  line  of  75c.  Boucle  and  other  rough  ef- 
fects in  the  latest  designs,  at  one  pop-  KQa 
ular  price  of "•'^ 

We  carry  an  immense  line  of  fine  dress 
patterns,  no  two  alike,  from  T5c  to  S'2.50  yd. 


For  correct  styles,  good  material  and  pop- 
ular prices  we  are  headquarters.  Any  hat 
you  get  from  us,  if  not  satisfactory,  can  be 
returned. 

^(\n  liadies'   trimmed  felt  sailor   hat,    U)n 
OXtl    regular  T5c  quality,  for ""'^ 

'l^a  Thenew  walking  hat,  in  at  least  a   'TFlp 
'  "t^   dozen  styles,  iit  our  popular  price    '  ^^ 

CLOAKS. 

The  largest  cloak  stock  in  the  city.  See 
our  special  lines  at  S5. 00  to  310.00.  Exam- 
ine and  be  convinced. 


The  Mester- Newcomer  Dry  Goods  Co. 


AS  TO  TRANSFERS. 

Wo,  tlip  inoinbr>rs  of  the  Holston  Conference,  Methodist  Episcopal 
Clmrch,  in  annua!  session  assembled,  declare  our  devotion  and  unswerving 
adherence  to  the  doctrines  and  polity  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
We  also  have  great  faith  in  the  outcome  of  the  mission  of  the  Old  Church 
to  this  Southland,  for  we  know  of  a  truth  that  she  is  carrying  the  Gospel 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  to  many  destitute  localities,  and  under  God  is  fashioning 
Iniman  characters  as  polished  stones,  thus  fitting  them  for  the  Master's 
use.  The  reorganized  Holston  Conference  has  now  a  history  covering 
thirty-one  years.  These  years  have  been  made  sacred  by  hardships,  toils 
and  sacrifices  known  only  to  the  heroic  men  who  have  shared  them,  and 
the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  whose  ears  are  always  attent  unto  the  cries 
of  His  people,  and  who  bottles  up  the  tears  of  His  saints.  During  these 
years  we  have  lived  down  much  of  prejudice,  overcome  many  hindrances 
to  our  progress,  and  in  the  name  of  our  Christ  have  succeeded  in  gathering 
many  congregations,  comprising  an  aggregate  membership  of  35,000  souls, 
creating  church  property  aggregating  in  value  ^375, 000.00,  and  in  estab- 
lishing our  Central  School,  which,  like  the  heart  in  a  great  body,  sends  its 
pulsations  of  life  and  power  into  every  nook  and  corner  of  our  territory. 
And  so  while  we  have  not  done  all  that  we  have  had  opportunity  to  do,  we 
rejoice  in  the  achievements  made  and  for  them  give  God  the  glory.  We 
count  it  a  priceless  privilege  to  have  had  membership  and  ministry  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  a  small  part  in  winning  these  blessed 
results  for  God  and  humanity. 

IJut  it  would  be  strange,  indeed,  if  during  these  years  some  abuses  had 
not  found  their  way  into  our  administration.  One  of  the  most  grievous  of 
these  has  gained  entra^nce  through  the  exercise  of  the  transfer  power  by 
the  Bishops.  The  strongest  two  of  our  churches  have  been  permitted  to 
persue  a  policy  for  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years  which  has  tended  to 
weaken  them  in  some  important  respects,  and  to  discourage  and  weake.n 
the  conference  as  well;  a  policy  which  draws  the  line  sectionalism  and 
discrimination  against  the  members  of  the  conference,  and  discounts  ex- 
perience, ability,  loyalty  to  the  institutions  of  the  Church  and  fitness  in 
all  essentials  for  the  appointments  in  question  when  foimd  at  home. 

We  believe  in  and  accept  the  theory  that  the  great  body  of  our  min- 
istry is  a  unit — one  body,  without  respect  to  the  boundaries  of  annual  con- 
ferences, nor  do  we  question  for  one  moment  the  right  of  the   Kishops  to 
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transfer  a  minister  from  the  membership  of  one  annual  conference  to  that 
of  another;  but  for  churches  in  the  interim  of  conference  sessions  to  "call" 
men  and  so  far  perfect  the  appointments  as  to  place  said  men  in  charge, 
and  that,  too,  with  as  much  assurance  that  the  arrangement  will  be  con- 
firmed as  that  the  conference  will  convene,  we  hold  to  be  subversive  of 
the  best  interests  of  Methodism,  and  a  practice  rightly  to  be  discouraged. 
Therefore  we  urgently  request  the  Bishops  who  shall  have  charge  of 
Holston  Conference,  hereafter  to  remind  these  churches  that  the  members 
of  the  conference  in  whose  bounds  they  are  located  have  some  rights  that 
they  must  respect,  and  that  when  they  can  be  supplied  from  the  confer- 
ence as  advantageously  to  all  the  interests  involved,  it  must  be  done. 
This  policy  would  strengthen  our  connectiOnal  interests  and  bind  together 
more  closely  the  stronger  and  weaker  charges;  it  would  tend  to  develop 
our  own  men  and  our  own  Churches  alike  and  put  the  conference  on  a 
permanent  and  solid  basis;  it  would  call  attention  to  our  own  schools  and 
beget  among  us  a  laudable  pride  and  ambition  that  would  hasten  the  de- 
velopment of  our  latent  resources  and  tell  most  favorably  upon  every  vital 
interest  of  our  great  Church.  And,  so  while  we  are  ready  to  welcome 
young  men  who  come  to  remain  with  us  and  become  peiTnanent  members 
of  our  conference,  we  respectfully  urge  the  discouragement  and  discontin- 
uance of  '■^speciaV  transfers — men  who  come  to  serve  a  church  and  then 
go,  having  made  a  place  for  themselves  by  bringing  some  other  brother  in. 

J.    J.    ROBINETTE, 

T.  S.  Walker, 
T.  B.  RtTSSEi.i,. 
T.  H.  Hodge, 

J.    D.    ROBERSOX. 

L.  S.  Fri-LER. 


REPORTS  OF  PRESIDING  ELDERS. 

ATHENS  DISTRICT. 
It  is   with  a   profonnd  sense   of  gratitude   and  devout  thankfulness  to 
God,  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  that  I  present  my  first  annual  report 
as  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Athens  District. 

The  Athens  Districi,  as  now  conaposed,  embraces  the  territory  includ- 
ed in  the  counties  of  James,  Bradley,  Meigs,  McMinn,  Blount,  Polk,  Mon- 
roe. Loudon,  and  portions  of  Knox  and  Roane.  This  territory  extends 
from  Ooltewah  on  the  west  toMaryville  on  the  east,  and  from  Kingston  on 
the  north  to  the  state  line  on  the  south. 

In  the  district  tiiere  are  sixteen  pastoral  charges,  four  stations  and 
twelve  circuits.  At  the  last  session  of  the  Conference  pastors  were  ap- 
pointed to  all  these  charges  except  one,  Ducktown,  which  was  left  to  be 
••supplied."  Immediately  after  the  beginning  of  the  conference  year  this 
charge  was  put  under  the  care  of  Rev.  George  R.  Rowan,  a  member  of  the 
Oklahoma  Conference,  but  a  native  of  our  own  East  Tennessee,  and  a 
graduate  of  our  own  school  in  both  the  literary  and  theological  depart- 
ments. He  has  had  a  very  successful  year  in  this  hitherto  difficult  charge. 
Brother  Rowan  returned  to  this  climate  for  the  benefit  of  his  health, 
which,  I  am  glad  to  say,  he  is  slowly  regaining. 

Changes  have  occurred  in  the  pastorate  of  two  of  our  charges.  At  the 
end  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  conference  year  L.  B.  Caldwell,  who  had 
been  appointed  to  the  Maryville  circuit,  was  removed  by  the  Bishop  to  fill 
a  vacancy  in  the  church  at  Johnson  City,  caused  by  the  withdrawal  from 
our  Church  of  the  pastor  appointed  there.  The  Maryville  circuit  was 
supplied  by  the  appointment  of  R.  S.  Sampson,  a  local  elder  in  our  Church. 
Under  all  the  circumstances  Brother  Sampson  has  had  a  good  year. 

About  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  (Jeorge  M.  Stone,  pastor  of  the  Erie 
circuit,  abandoned  his  charge,  thus  leaving  it  without  a  pastor.  Soon 
afterward  I  supplied  this  vacancy  by  patting  A.  J.  Haynes,  a  local 
preacher,  in  charge  of  the  circuit.  Brother  Haynes  has  done  good  and 
faitliful  work,  and  has  had  some  success. 

The  Disciplinary  course  was  taken  in  the  case  of  Brother  Stone,  the 
result  being  his  suspension  until  the  assembling  of  this  body.  But  soon 
afti-r  the  action  in  his  case,  he  made  application  and  was  received  into  the 
L'nitod  Brethren  Church. 

About  the  close  of  the  third  quarter  D.  H.  Jameson,  because  of  feeble 
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health,  becanio  unable  for  duty.  Very  reluctantly  he  consented  to  take  a 
vacation,  which  his  congregation  cheerfully  tendered  him.  He  repaired 
to  his  home  and  friends  in  Ohio,  and  has  not  been  able  to  return.  He  is 
afflicted  with  that  dread  disease — consumption,  and  is  slowly  yielding  to 
its  ravages.  In  a  letter  recently  received,  he  says:  "I  do  not  know  what 
will  be  done  in  my  case,  but  if  such  a  thing  were  possible  or  allowable  I 
should  like  very  much  to  be  continued  on  trial.  Long  before  another  con- 
ference year  shall  have  passed,  I  hope  and  expect  to  be  'admitted  into  full 
connection'  among  the  angels  and  archangels  of  God.  To  me  the  prospect 
daily  grows  brighter.  Sometimes  friends  commiserate  me  on  my  sad  lot, 
but  many  do  not  seem  to  understand  me  when  I  tell  them  not  to  waste 
sympathy  on  me.  for  scarce  an  unhappy  moment  comes  to  me."  Brother 
Jameson  was  one  of  the  most  efticient  and  successful  men  I  have  known. 
He  left  his  impress  upon  the  church  of  which  he  was  pastor  and  won  a 
place  in  the  affections  of  the  people  which  men  rarely  achieve.  His 
work  in  his  church  abides,  as  will  be  evidenced  in  the  report  of  that 
charge,  it  being  one  of  the  few  to  meet  all  claims  for  ministerial  support 
and  the  benevolences. 

With  these  exceptions  nothing  has  occurred  to  interfere  with  the  con- 
stant, systematic  and  faithful  work  of  the  pastors  appointed  to  their  res- 
pective charges  at  the  last  session  of  the  conference. 

In  the  district  we  have  ninety-one  (91)  congregations,  with  an  aggregate 
membership  of  4,502.  This  is  an  increase  over  last  year  of  l,l()(j.  We  have 
fifty-one  Sunday  schools  with  an  average  attendance  of  1,836,  or  an  average 
attendance  for  each  school  of  36.  Special  attention  has  been  given  to  this 
department  of  our  woric  and  for  the  most  part  with  very  good  results.  We 
liave  9  Epvvorth  League  chapters,  some  of  which  are  doing  excellent  work. 
Others  are  not  so  active  and  successful.  Prayer  and  class  meetings  are 
maintained  in  many  of  our  congregations  and  gracious  revivals  of  religion 
have  blessed  all  our  charges,  with  one  exception,  during  the  year.  Con- 
versions have  been  made  and  many  have  united  with  the  Church,  thus 
affording  one  evidence  of  their  genuineness.  No  interest  of  the  Church 
has  been  neglected  and  spiritually  we  have  had  a  healthful  growth. 

Within  the  district  are  four  camp-meeting  places.  Two  of  these  are 
under  the  supervision  of  our  Chtirch  and  in  the  other  two  we  have  an  in- 
terest in  common  with  other  denominations.  The  first  two  mentioned  are 
Lake  Wildwood,  near  Cleveland,  Tenn.,  and  Carpenters  Camp-ground,  a  few 
miles  from, Mary ville.  At  Lake  Wildwood,  the  property  consists  of  about 
30  acres  of  land,  nearly  half  of  which  is  covered  by  a  beautiful  fresh  water 
lake,  a  good  tabernacle,  or  shed,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  800  or  there 
about,  and  some  other  improvements.  This  property  is  owned  by  an  asso- 
ciation, the  members  of  which  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  At  Carpenters  we  have  a  good  country  church,  a  shed  several 
camps  and  two  or  three  acres  of  land.     This  is  an    old    established    place. 
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very  popular  and  the  meetings  which  are  conducted  according  to  the  old 
idea  of  camp-meeting!?,  are  usually  successful.  At  both  of  these  places  as 
well  as  at  the   other  two   mentioned,    good  meetings  have  been    held   this 

year. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  district  is  not  what  we  should  like  to 
have  it.  The  cry,  "hard  times"  has  been  in  everybody's  mouth  and  the 
belief  that  the  times  are  hard  has  had  its  effect  upon  the  temporal  interest 
of  the  Church.  And  yet  notwithstanding  this,  we  shall  be  able  to  report 
a  healthful  advance  in  both  ministerial  support  and  the  benevolences  over 
the  last  year.  In  regard  to  these  interests  the  following  statement  wil) 
exhibit  the  condition  of  the  district  : 

1.  Pastoral  support:  -(I)  Claims  in  the  aggregate i0,385  00 

(2)  Receipts  in  the  aggregate...     4,548  00 

(3)  Deficiency  in  the  aggregate.  $1,837  00 
,    Average  claim  for  Pastor's  Salary $  399  06 

Average   Receipts ^^^  ■■'^ 

■  The  smallest  amount  received  by  any  Pastor  is  $60.00,  paid  by  the 
Erie  circuit.  The  largest  amount  received  by  any  Pastor  is  $700.00,  paid 
by  the  Church  at  Maryville. 

2.  The  Benevplences:— (1)  The  Apportionments  for  all  benevolences, 
in  the  aggregate,  is  $1,060.00.  (a)  The  "Equitable  Apportionment"  for 
missions  made  by  the  Missionary  Society  through  its  regularly  constituted 
committee  on  apportionments,  is  $350.00.  (b)  The  apportionment  for 
Church  E.xtension  is  $133.00.  (c)  For  Freedmen's  Aid  and  Southern  Edu- 
cation Society  the  apportionment  is  $117.00.  (3)  Receipts  from  the  district 
for  all  benevolences,  $698.00.  (a)  Receipts  for  missions,  $371.00.  Charges 
have  raised  the  full  apportionment  and  in  the  next  tabulated  statement 
will  appear  in  Class  First,  thus  giving  Athens  District  an  enviable  distinc- 
tion, (b)  Receipts  for  Church  Extension  $58.00.  (c)  Receipts  for  Freed- 
men's Aid  and  Southern  Education  ^4.00.  The  charge  making  the  best 
average  for  benevolences  is  K.,  whose  members  pay  .845  per  capita.  The 
charge  making  the  smallest  average  is  Madisonville  Circuit,  whose  mem- 
bers pay  .016  each.  Average  per  member  for  missions  for  the  district  .105- 
Average  per  meraber.for  ministerial  support  and  the  benevolences  $1,685; 
increase  over  last  year  about  58  cents  per  member. 

Two  churches  have  been  erected  this  year,  both  in  the  Madisonville 
circuit,  T.  R.  West,  pastor.  One  of  these  has  been  dedicated  free  of  debt, 
the  other  is  ready  for  dedication.  These  are  good  country  churches  and 
meet  an  urgent  deutand  in  the  communities  where  they  are  located.  A 
church  property,  worth  about  $«)00.00,  has  been  purchased  from  our  Pres- 
liyterian  friends  at  Ijouisville,  Maryville  circuit,  R.  S.  Sampson,  pastor. 
Louisville  is  situated  on  the  Marietta  and  North  Georgia  railroad,  some 
fifteen  miles  from  Knoxville,  and  the  center  of  one  of  the  finest  agricult- 
ural communities  iu  East  Tennessee.     Here  we  have  a  small  congregation 
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with  good  prospects  for  growth.  In  addition  to  these,  we  have  in  course 
of  erection  a  church  on  the  Ciiattata  circuit,  M.  II.  Monroe,  pastor;  one  on 
the  circuit  at  Axley's  Chapel,  whicli  is  to  be  constructed  in  accordance 
with  plans  and  specifications  obtained  from  Architect  Price,  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  when  it  is  completed— the  contract  has  been  let  and  the  work  is 
to  be  pushed— ft  will  be  the  best  country  church  in  the  district;  M.  C. 
Bruner  is  the  pastor.  And  another  on  the  North  Athens  circ\iit  at  Pino 
Grove — this  church  is  almost  ready  for  dedication:  it  is  spacious,  well  con- 
structed and  badly  needed:  Benjamin  Crist  is  the  pastor. 

At  Ebenezer.  on  the  lieaver  and  Lenoir  charge,  J.  S.  Strange,  pastor, 
a  neat  and  comfortable  parsonage  has  been  erected  at  a  cost  of  S.iOO.OO. 
It  is  free  of  debt  and  the  pastor  now  occupies  it. 

Repairs  have  been  made  upon  church  property  on  the  Decatur  charge, 
the  Athens  circuit,  the  Erie  circuit,  and  the  church  at  Maryville  has  been 
completed,  making  the  auditorium  of  that  church  one  of  the  prettiest  in  the 
conference. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts  of  the  U.  S.  Grant 
University  is  located  at  Athens.  This  institution  was  never  in  a  more 
hopeful  condition.  For  the  present  year  it  has  already  enrolled  170,  which 
is  about  1.5  per  cent  in  advance  of  last  year.  The  general  grade  of  th(! 
students  is  higher  than  usual.  The  senior  class  numbers  eleven;  the  other 
college  classes  are  larger  than  for  several  years  past.  It  is  a  noteworthy 
fact  that  most  of  those  looking  toward  graduation  are  taking  the  classical 
course.  During  the  past  year  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
work  of  endowment.  Notes  in  the  denomination  of  $100.00  and  upward 
are  being  called  for,  the  interest  of  which  is  payable  annually,  and  the 
principal  in  easy  installments.  On  these  conditions  SlOO, 000.00  ought  to 
be  raised  in  the  South.  That  would  mean  almost  nothing  for  tuition,  and 
put  the  opportunities  of  an  education  within  the  easy  reach  of  every 
young  person  of  energy  and  determination.  The  Ritter  Industrial  Homo 
is  a  valuable  adjunct,  and  is  worthy  of  much  praise. 

From  many  considerations  the  outlook  is  very  bright,  and  with  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  all  the  friends,  the  institution  may  be  able  to  record 
a  larger  enrollment  this  year  than  that  of  any  former  session  of  the  Uni- 
versity. 

Finally'.  The  outlook  for  the  Church  in  the  Athens  district  is  encour- 
aging. The  disturbances,  in  several  localities,  caused  by  the  organization 
of  what  has  been  called  the  American  Methodist  Church,  and  its  attempt 
to  deceive  our  people  and  steal  our  Church  property,  have  quieted,  the 
people  having  had  time  to  see  the  wicked  spirit  that  prompted  it  and  the 
great  folly  of  attempting  such  a  movement.  Some  of  them  have,  and 
others  will,  return  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which'^they  left', 
being  deceived. 

In  two  or  three  of  our  charges  the  doctrine  of  sanctification  has  been 
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prosonted  in  siicli  a  manner  and;  in  some  instances,  by  snch  characters  as 
not  only  to  bring  that  Bible  doctrine  into  disrepute,  but  almost  to  disrupt 
our  churches.  The  very  wisest  and  most  careful  administration  of  which 
we  have  been  capable,  has  been  necessary  to  prevent  schism  and  hold 
these  charges  intact:  but  we  liope  the  worst  is  past  and  that  the  future 
will  be  productive  of  better  things. 

I  entered  upon  my  work  at  Kingston  October  26.  I  have  made  the 
regular  quarterly  visitations,  holding  fifty-six  quarterly  meetings  in  person 
and  eight  by  proxy;  have  preached  two  hundred  times;  made  two  hundred 
and  lifiy  visits  to  families;  prayed  in  homes,  other  than  my  own,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  times;  baptized  one  adult  and  four  infants;  held  one  dis- 
trict conference;  conducted  two  funerals  and  solemnized  the  rites  of  mat- 
rimony between  two  couples:  have  dedicated  one  church  and  laid  the 
corner  stone  of  another;  traveled  through  the  district  and  superintended 
the  various  interests  of  the  church  with  the  best  wisdom  and  energy  I  pos- 
sessed. Have  received  for  my  services,  from  all  sources  $673.  I  was  never 
more  cordially  received  by  both  preachers  and  people,  never  had  better 
health,  never  loved  the  church  more  nor  had  stronger  faith  in  God  than 
now.  Eespectfully  submitted, 

J.  J.  RoBiNETTE,  Presiding  Elder. 


CHATTANOOGA   DISTRICT. 

In  speaking  of  the  yersininel  of  the  District,  an  unusual  number  of 
changes  are  to  be  noted.  Three  pastoral  charges  were  left  at  conference 
to  be  supplied,  the  Stone  Church,  the  Tracy  City  circuit,  and  the  Pikeville 
circuit.  The  first  was  provided  for  by  the  appointment  of  Rev.  S.  T. 
Westhafer,  transferred  from  the  Maine  Conference  by  Bishop  Joyce,  to 
whom  Bishop  Goodsell  had  given  the  matter  in  charge.  The  Tracy  City 
circuit  was  placed  in  charge  of  Rev.  W.  T.  Dugan,  a  local  preacher  living 
within  the  bounds  of  the  circuit.  To  supply  the  Pikeville  circuit  Rev.  B. 
M.  Martin  was  transferred  from  Sherman  Heights,  where  he  had  been 
appointed  by  the  Bishop,  and  the  vacancy  thus  created  was  filled  by 
changing  brother  U.  S.  A.  Heavener  from  Hamilton  and  Fairmount  circuit, 
which  was  then  placed  under  the  care  of  Rev.  W.  C.  Haltom,  who  has 
been  assisted  by  Brothers  R.  B.  TeTupleton  and  C.  C.  Morris,  all  three  of 
these  brethren  being  students  in  our  School  of  Theology  at  Chattanooga. 
Rev.  James  M.  Taylor  was  appointed  by  Bishop  Goodsell  as  a  supply  to 
the  Morgan  Springs  circuit,  but  he  did  not  go,  preferring  and  deciding  to 
attend  school.  No  suitable  person  could  be  procured  for  this  charge  unoil 
the  close  of  the  first  quarter,  when  Brother  W.  J.  Kerley,  a  local  preacher, 
and  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  in  Bledsoe  county,  agreed  to  fill  the  appoint- 
ments during  that  one  quarter.  Brother  George  W.  Paul  having  consented 
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to  take  it  as  soon  as  the  Theological  School  should  close  its  spring  session, 
Brother  Paul  accordingly  served  as  pastor  the  last  half  of  the  year. 

W.  W.  Anderson,  whom  the  conference  declined  to  receive  on  trial  at 
its  last  session,  was,  nevertheless,  sent  by  the  Bishop  as  a  supply  to  the 
Crossville  circuit,  but  very  soon  after  the  first  Quarterly  Meeting  it  became 
necessary,  for  the  protection  of  the  Church,  either  to  bring  him  to  trial 
under  charges  affecting  his  moral  character,  or  to  relieve  him  from  the 
charge  of  the  circuit.  The  latter  course  was  deemed  best,  and  he  was 
accordingly  relieved,  and  Rev.  II.  L.  Nestor,  a  local  preacher  assigned  in 
his  place. 

The  next  week  following  the  session  of  our  conference  of  last  year,  at 
which  Brother  J.  C.  Wright  was  assigned  to  the  pastorate  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  in  Harriman,  it  was  stated  in  the  published  proceedings  of  the 
Holston  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  tliat 
Brother  Wright  had  been  received  into  that  Conference,  and  appointed 
pastor  of  their  congregation  in  South  Pittsburgh.  Within  a  few  days  after 
this  announceTnent  appeared.  Brother  Wright  wrote  me,  saying,  among 
other  things,  "I  now  feel  that  I  have  acted  very  unwisely  and  that  I  have 
done  the  Church  of  my  love  a  wrong,  and  I  stand  ready  to  do  all  in  my  power 
to  retrieve  the  wrong,  my  Heavenly  Father  helping  me.  I  now  declare  my 
adherence  to  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  loyalty  to  her  connectional  interests. 
If  yon,  as  my  Presiding  Elder,  can  see  your  way  to  let  me  go  on  and  serve 
the  work  to  which  Bishop  Goodsell  appointed  me  it  v/ill  lift  a  mountain 
burden  off  my  heari,  and  I  promise  by  God's  grace  to  render  the  best  ser- 
vice for  the  M.  E.  Church  of  which  I  am  capable."  Accompanying  this 
letter  from  Brother  Wright  was  one  from  Brother  Ruble,  in  which  he  said  : 
"Having  seen  all  the  telegrams  that  passed  between  the  Holston  Confer- 
ence, M.  E.  Church,  South,  and  Brother  Wright,  I  do  unhesitatingly  and 
earnestly  advise  you,  if  you  can  see  your  way  to  do  so,  to  accept  his  state- 
ment and  authorize  him  to  go  at  once  to  Harriman  and  enter  upon  the 
work." 

To  this  a  reply  was  immediately  sent,  in  substance  if  not  in  exact 
words,  as  follows:  "If  you  have  applied  for  and  accepted  membership  and 
appointment  in  another  church  you  are  by  that  fact  out  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  and  nothing  that  I  can  do  can  restore  you;  but  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  you  have  not  withdrawn,  and  have  not  accepted  membership  or 
appointment  in  another  communion,  you  are  by  virtue  of  Bishop  Good- 
sell's  appointment,  pastor  at  Harriman. 

Brother  Wright  proceeded  immediately  to  Harriman,  met  the  official 
board  and  made  to  them  a  statement  concerning  the  matter  in  question, 
which  the  board  by  unanimous  vote  declared  satisfactory,  and  Brother 
Wright  accordingly  entered  at  once  upon  his  work  as  pastor,  and  has 
througout  the  year  served  the  church  to  the  satisfaction  and  profit  of  the 
])eopl('. 
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Some  facts  ought  to  be  stated  relating  to  the  financial  and  property  in- 
terests of  the  church  in  the  district.  The  First  Church,  Chattanooga,  in 
addition  to  meeting  its  current  expenses  for  the  year,  and  makingsorae  im- 
provements and  repairs  amounting  to  about  $200,  has  also  removed  a  small 
floating  debt  of  about  S500.  a  result  due  largely  to  the  wise  management 
and  inspiring  leadership  of  the  new^  pastor.  Rev.  S.  T.  Westhafer.  The 
church  at  Ridgedale  has  been  greatly  embarrassed  with  a  debt  of  about 
S2,200.but  has  efTected  a  re-adjustment  of  its  liabilities,  reducing  the  amount 
nearly  ^500,  and  under  such  terms  as  will  enable  it  to  save  this  valuable 
property  to  the  church.  The  Sherman  Heights  church  has  also  been  in 
danger  on  account  of  a  mortgage  which  they  feared  they  could  not  pay; 
hut  during  this  year  the  whole  amount  ($145)  has  been  raised  and  paid,  an 
achievment  due  almost  entirely  to  the  energy  and  devotion  of  the  pastor, 
U.  S.  A.  Heavener. 

Our  beautiful  church  at  Dayton,  dedicated  during  the  session  of  con- 
ference there  in  1889,  was  destroyed  by  lightning  in  May,  1894,  leaving  the 
trustees  with  a  debt  of  nearly  $1,600.  and  no  insurance.  The  situation  was 
considered  well  nigh  hopeless:  but  the  old  local  debt  of  nearly  ^1,000  has  all 
been  cancelled,  about  $725  raised  toward  rebuilding,  and  the  house  is  well 
under  way,  and  will  be  completed  with  no  addition  to  its  former  and  long 
unpaid  loan  of  8500  due  the  Board  of  Church  Extension,  and  with  no  other 
indebtedness.  Brother  Coleman  is  justly  entitled  to  the  credit  of  this  real- 
ly notable  success,  and  to  his  great  praise  he  is  willing  to  go  back  and  fin- 
ish his  well  bjgun  work,  although  his  support  has  been,  and  must  be, 
insufficient  to  meet  his  actual  living  expenses. 

Many  of  our  churches  are  still  in  debt,  but  none  are  in  immediate  dan- 
ger, and  all  with  good  management  can  be  saved. 

All  the  pastors  in  the  district  have  been  faithful  and  efficient  in  their 
work,  and  without  exception,  all  have  had  revivals,  conversions,  and  acces- 
sions to  the  church,  the  largest  number  of  conversions  and  accessions  being 
on  the  Pikeville  circuit  under  the  care  of  Brother  B.  M.  Martin,  and  the 
(Jraysville  circuit,  Rev.  T.  J.  Best. 

P'inancial  difficulties  liave  confronted  the  brethren  everywhere,  but 
they  have  been  patient.ly  borne  and  in  the  main  wisely  managed  for  good. 
But  troubles  of  another  character  have  arisen  in  some  places.  On  the 
Hamilton  and  the  Oraysville  circuits,  in  particular,  very  unbrotherly  and 
persistent  etTorts  have  been  made  to  alienate  our  people  fi;oni  the  church. 
Our  doctrines  and  polity  have  been  assailed,  our  chief  ministers  maligned, 
and  the  church  denounced  as  oppressive  in  its  government  and  adminis- 
tration. Appeals  have  been  made  to  our  members,  and  even  inducements 
have  been  offered  them  to  leave  their  own  church  and  unite  with  another. 
These  efforts  have  met  with  only  small  success. 

Our  pastors  have  wisely  refrained  from  dignifying  this  unseemly  con- 
duct with  any  public  notice,  preferring  to  extend   and  build  up   the  work 
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of  the  church  in  the  more  legitimate  and  scriptural  way  of  seeking  and 
saving  the  lost.  Brother  Hal  torn  and  Brother  Best,  in  charge  of  these  two 
circuits,  have  been  very  successful  in  their  revival  work,  and  have  added 
to  the  church  far  more  than  it  had  lost. 

Death  has  been  among  us.  Brother  E.  L.  Fillmore,  pastor  at  Hill 
City,  while  assisting  me  in  a  quarterly  meeting  and  convention  in  the 
country,  was  attacked  with  what  proved  to  be  a  fatal  sickness.  He  linger- 
ed for  three  weeks,  and  then  in  full  possession  of  his  faculties,  and  in  glo- 
rious triumph,  passed  from  the  bosom  of  his  family  and  friends  to  rest  for- 
ever from  his  labers.     He  died  August  12,  1896. 

Brother  John  Swiney,  while  attending  the  last  quarterly  meeting  on 
his  circuit,  was,  on  Saturday,  the  litth  inst.,  called  home  by  the  serious 
illness  of  his  wife,  who  within  a  few  hours,  and  before  the  arrival  of  her 
husband,  died  in  great  peace. 

The  reports  of  the  pastors  will  show  about  400  conversions  and  about 
an  equal  number  of  accessions  to  the  church.  The  total  amount  collected 
for  the  various  benevolences  will  be  about  §600  to  $050.  The  average  sal- 
ary of  the  preachers  in  the  district  for  the  year  has  been  about  $268,  but 
leaving  out  the  Stone  church,  it  would  be  about  $216. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  J.  Manker.  Presiding  Elder. 


CLINTON  DISTRICT. 


I  was  appointed  to  the  Clinton  District  by  Bishop  Goodsell  one  year 
ago.  It  was  a  new  field  to  me.  I  had  never  seen  any  part  of  the  territory 
and  but  very  few  of  the  people.  My  predecessor.  Rev.  J.  A.  Ruble,  a  man 
of  splendid  ability  and  unbounded  popularity,  after  six  years  of  labor  on 
the  district,  left  the  work  in  good  shape. 

This  year  has  been  one  of  hard  and  honest  work,  but  has  not  been  at- 
tended with  that  measure  of  success  that  we  hoped  for  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  or  that  we  prayed  and  labored  for  through  the  year.  How- 
ever, it  has  not  been  a  year  without  good  results.  We  have  great  reasons 
for  praise  to  the  Lord  for  his  mercies  and  his  blessings.  While  two  of  the 
superannuated  members  of  the  Holston  Conference  have  been  transferred 
from  the  bounds  of  the  Clinton  District  to  the  Church  above,  the  lives  and 
health  of  all  the  pastors  have  been  so  preserved  that  not  one  has  surren- 
dered his  charge  or  been  seriously  interrupted  in  the  continuance  of  his 
work.  On  account  of  a  temporary  illness,  I  was  prevented  from  attend- 
ing one  of  my  appointments.  1  have  held  fifty-four  quarterly  meetings  in 
person,  five  by  proxy;  and  have  preached  about  two  hundred  times.  We 
established  a  district  conference  and  had  a  pleasant  and  profitable  session 
at  Clinton  in  July. 

Financially,  this  has  been  a  hard  year  on   the  presiding  elder,  pastors 
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and  people.  The  two  principal  sources  of  income  in  this  section  of  coun- 
try are  the  coal  mines  and  farms.  The  mines  have  been  operated  only 
enough  to  furnish  a  bare  support  for  the  miners.  The  crops  on  the  farms 
were  short,  prices  for  farm  products  exceedingly  iow  and  a  feeble  demand 
for  any  surplus  the  farmers  had  for  the  market.  For  these  reasons,  chiefly, 
the  district  will  make  a  poor  showing  financially. 

Among  a  large  per  cent,  of  the  people  in  this  district,  there  seems  to 
be  a  lack  of  information  concerning  the  connectional  and  benevolent 
interests  of  the  church.  A  deplorably  small  number  of  the  homes  of  the 
people  are  supplied  with  a  discipline  and  church  periodical.  Very  few  of 
the  books  from  our  publishing  house  find  their  way  among  our  people. 
From  some  cause  it  seems  that  the  itinerants  have  surrendered  our  right 
to  supply  the  homes  of  our  people  with  literature  to  professional  book 
agents  that  furnish  a  high-priced  undenominational  literature  that  is  bet- 
ter than  none,  but  not  near  as  good  as  our  own. 

The  Sunday-school  work  in  the  district  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be, 
but  in  advance  ri  what  it  is  on  some  other  lines.  We  have  a  number  of 
excellent  Sunday  School  workers  and  a  fair  average  attendance  through- 
out the  district. 

The  league  work  iu  this  district  has  never  been  a  very  marked  success 
and  has  not  made  very  great  progress  during  the  past  year.  A  very  in- 
teresting district  league  was  held  in  conneection  with  our  district  confer- 
ence and  from  it  we  hope  for  good  fruit.  There  have  been  good  revivals 
held  in  almost  all  the  charges.  I  have  not  the  exact  figures,  but  there 
have  been  somewhere  about  a  thousand  conversions  in  the  district  during 
the  year. 

I  would  briefly  call  attention  to  the  different  charges  by  name.  An- 
dersonville  is  a  circuit  with  eight  or  nine  preaching  places;  this  charge  is 
in  a  good  section  of  country;  most  all  the  classes  are  provided  with  good 
country  chnrches,  but  we  need  one  or  two  more.  Brother  Suavely,  the 
pastor,  has  had  a  fair  measure  of  success. 

Big  Valley  circuit  is  in  a  fertile  valley  among  a  well  to  do  class  of  far- 
mers. One  good  new  church,  worth  about  eight  or  ten  hundred  dollars, 
has  been  built  and  dedica,ted  free  from  any  debt,  and  another  one  is  soon 
to  be  finished.  Brother  (irant,  the  pastor,  has  spent  three  years  on  this 
work  and  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  decided  progress. 

Clinton  is  the  only  charge  in  the  district  with  but  one  church.  Steady 
and  faithful  work  has  been  done  through  the  year.  Brother  McLaughlin, 
the  pastor,  is  a  strong  preacher  and  a  true  man  and  we  have  some  excel- 
lent people  in  Clinton,  loyal  to  God  and  the  church. 

Cumberland  Gap  circuit,  under  the  able  preaching  and  constant  and 
careful  labor  of  Brother  C.  \V.  Miller  has  had  a  year  of  reasonable  and 
solid  growth. 

DeerlfKlge  is  not  a  strong  charge,  hut   Brother  Peters,  the  pastor,  has 
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made  himself  felt  in  the  bounds  of  this  work.  A  new  church  is  nearing 
completion  at  Deerlodgc,  with   a  bright  outlook    for  another  at  Wartburg. 

Jamestown  circuit  is  in  the  extreme  west  part  of  the  district,  and  is  a 
circuit  of  magnificent  distances.  It  runs  into  the  new  oil  field  and  should 
receive  careful  attention.  Brother  Clark,  a  young  local  preacher,  was 
the  supply.     There  has  been  some  good  work  done  on  this  charge. 

Jellico  and  Newcomb  were  once  two  separate  charges,  now  one.  They 
are  two  mining  towns  near  the  Kentucky  line.  This  has  been  Brother 
Amis'  fourth  year  at  these  places  and  he  is  very  greatly  loved  by  his  peo- 
ple and  will  make  a  good  report.      We  have  here  three  good  churches. 

Maynardville  circuit  lies  out  a  little  north  of  Knoxville  and  is  a  good 
charge.  This  is  Brother  Stout's  first  year  as  pastor.  He  has  done  good 
work  and  the  people  are  very  anxious  to  have  him  back. 

New  River  is  a  circuit  along  the  line  of  the  Cincinnati  Southern  rail- 
road. Brother  B.  C.  Taylor  has  served  as  supply.  This  is  his  second  year 
and  during  the  two  years  past  he,  assisted  part  of  the  time  by  his  son, 
Jimraie,  has  had,  in  the  bounds  of  this  charge  and  neglected  places  around 
It,  over  six  hundi-ed  conversions  and  over  three  hundred  this  year.  The 
membership  has  been  increased  four  or  five  hundr»!d  per  cent.  The  peo- 
ple would  feel  greatly  afflicted  if  Brother  Taylor  should  not  be  sent  back 
to  them. 

Oliver  Springs. — W.  D.  Gorman  has  served  this  charge  as  supply. 
Some  good  revivals  have  occurred,  the  Sunday  School  work  greatly  ad- 
v;inced.  one  new  church  nearing  completion  and  two  others  under  way. 

Rutledge  circuit  lias,  had  for  its  pastor  P.  W.  Shockley,  a  supply. 
There  have  been  some  good  revivals  on  this  work.  There  is  one  new 
church  ready  now  for  dedication.  This  circuit  has  a  large  membeiship, 
but  the  financial  report  will  not  be  very  flattering. 

Scarbrough  circuit  is  one  of  our  oldest  country  charges.  It  has  not  had 
a  year  of  marvelous  growth,  but  it  has  had  faithful  work  and  strong 
preachiag  by  the  pastor,  P.  H.  Henry.  The  interests  of  the  church  have 
been  carefully  looked  after  and  progress  made. 

Sunbright  is  an  average  circuit.  The  pastor,  R.  A.  Parham.  who 
was  admitted  on  trial  last  conference,  has  done  honest,  hard  work  and 
will  have  a  fair  report. 

Tazewell  was  supplied  by  J.  T.  Phillips.  The  first  part  of  the  year 
was  very  successful  in  the  way  of  revivals  and  pastor's  support,  but  the 
last  half  has  not  been  so  good.  The  report  will  show  an  encouraging  ad- 
vance. 

Wellspring  circuit  is  one  of,  our  best.  Brother  J.  M.  Eraert,  the  pas- 
tor, has  looked  after  all  the  interests  of  the  church.  About  150  conver- 
sions, a  good  increase  in  mcnibership:  Sunday-school  and  league  work 
excellent:  benevolent  collections  good. 

There  are  some  other  towns  and  sections  of  country  whore  our  church 
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lias  not  been  oporating  tlnit  ought  to  receive  the  attention  of  this  confer- 
ence. Coal  Creek  is  a  town  where  we  once  had  a  chnrch,  but  it  has  been 
neglected.  A  class  of  over  twenty  members  has  been  organized  there  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  Rutledge,  another  town  where  we  once  had  an  organi- 
zation that  has  been  dropped,  but  there  are  people  there  who  are  calling 
for  the  labors  of  our  preachers.  New  River  circuit,  with  means  and  the 
right  kind  of  men.  might  be  developed  into  two  or  three  good  circuits. 
There  are  other  tields  that  need  our  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

.).  I).  RoBERSON.  Presiding  EUier. 


(JREENEVILLE  DISTRICT. 

The  work  on  this  district  has,  generally  speaking,  been  full  of  encour- 
ag<'ment.  and  some  advancements  have  been  made.  The  pastors,  as  a 
whole,  have  been  earnest  and  faithful  in  preaching  the  gospel,  and  the  re- 
sult has  been  that  many  souls  are  saved,  the  people  of  God  edified,  and 
many  of  the  societies  strengthened,  and  the  cause  of  Methodism  more 
firmly  established. 

This  district  comprises  nineteen  pastoral  charges,  three  stations,  and 
sixteen  cii'cuits.  with  one  hundred  and  forty-one  preaching  places.  Twelve 
counties  of  upper  East  Tennessee,  in  whole  or  in  part,  are  embraced  in  it. 

We  shall  make  a  brief  statement  of  the  leading  features  of  the  work, 
and  not  give  an  account  of  each  pastoral  charge  as  we  have  done  in  foriaer 
repoits.     Let  me  state: 

1.  That  the  si'iRiTu.xi.  coxDiTioN  of  the  district  is  good.  The  revival 
spirit  has  been  felt  among  us  in  nearly  all  the  charges.  The  members  have 
been  quickened,  backsliders  reclaimed,  and  sinners  converted.  The  peo- 
ple are  coming  to  a  clearer  comprehension  of  the  spiritual  character  of 
our  work  for  Christ.  We  have  felt  the  great  need  of  getting  the  people  to 
appreciate  this  feature  of  the  work,  and  hence  special  effort  has  been 
made  in  this  direction.  The  quarterly  meetings  on  many  charges,  are  oc- 
casions of  great  spirituality.  The  communion  of  saints  is  a  real  blessing 
to  many.  The  love-feasts  are  times  of  refreshing  from  the  Lord.  Our 
people,  considered  as  a  whole,  live  for  Christ,  and  love  the  Church  and  her 
doctrines.  There  have  been  1,339  conversions,  and  SOO  accessions  to  the 
church. 

2.  The  Fix.\xciAL  CONDITION  of  the  district  has  been  claiming  much 
of  our  thought.  It  may  be  wrong  to  complain;  yet,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
say  here  that  many  of  tlie  pastors  have  been  in  great  straits  this  yeair; 
and  we  may  not  wonder  at  this  when  we  consider  the  hardness  of  the 
limes;  yet,  I  think  that  more  could  be  done  with  respect  to  paying  the 
preachers,  and  giving  to  the   l>enevolent  collections.      This  matter  is  of 
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such  importance  to  the  permanency  and  success  of  the  work  that  we  can- 
not plead  too  much  or  too  earnestly  for  help;  yet,  taking  the  finances,  as 
a  whole,  they  will  compare  favorably  with  last  year,  and,  in  spite  of  the 
liard  times,  our  benevolent  collections  and  the  support  of  the  pastors  in 
many  places  are  good. 

3.  The  Sunday-school  work  is  being  carried  on  successfully.  Dur- 
ing the  year  we  have  organized  several  new  schools,  and  many  of  the  older 
ones  have  increased  in  numbers  and  in  usefulness.  The  pastors,  superin- 
tendents and  teachers  labor  hard  to  promote  this  department  of  church 
work.  The  Sunday-schools  in  some  places  could  be  extended  if  the  min- 
isters and  Sunday-school  committee  acted  more  in  harmony  with  the  rules 
of  the  discipline  on  this  subject.  This  work  is  of  great  importance  on  the 
district.  "The  church  that  takes  good  care  of  her  children  prepares  for 
the  future  her  most  useful  members."  Many  of  the  schools  on  the  district 
are  organized  into  missionary  societies,  and  the  reports  of  the  pastors  will 
show  that  the  children  take  some  part  in  the  cause  of  missions.  The  meth- 
ods in  use  in  many  of  our  schools  are  those  approved  and  adopted  by  the 
most  advanced  Sunday-schools  of  the  country.  The  blackboard,  the  Sun- 
day School  Journal,  the  Berenn  Leaf,  the  Classmate:  indeed,  all  our  Sun- 
day-school literature  can  be  found  in  our  schools. 

4.  The  CLASS     MEETINGS,     PRAYER    MEETINGS,    and     SOCIAL    MEETINGS 

on  some  charges  do  not  receive  such  attention  as  they  should.  Until  this 
essential  deliciency  is  remedied  no  amount  of  effort  by  the  pastor  will  ac- 
complish what  miglit  otherwise  be  reached.  On  other  charges  there  is  a 
deep  spiritual  life,  and  all  these  meetings  are  receiving  close  attention. 

5.  Another  interesting  work  is  that  of  the  Epworth  League.  From 
some  cause,  a  few  of  the  chapters  have  gone  down,  and  others  are  not  do- 
ing as  well  as  they  might;  yet,  a  few  new  ones  have  been  organized  and 
some  of  the  old  ones  are  in  good  working  condition.  We  are  led  to  the 
conclusion  that  if  the  pastors  would  give  more  attention  to  this  depart- 
ment of  church  work  that  grander  results  would  be  reached. 

tj.  Another  important  work  is  that  of  Education.  The  district  has 
in  its  bounds  four  church  schools.  These  have  been,  and  are,  doing  most 
e.\cellent  work.  The  highest  success  of  our  work  in  this  country  demands 
that  education  and  preaching  go  together.  Students  thoroughly  drilled 
in  these  schools,  and  inspired  with  correct  notions  of  the  dignity  of  human 
character,  and  the  value  of  souls,  and,  above  all,  with  love  for  Jesus  and 
ills  cause,  will  be  a  power  in  the  future  history  of  Methodism. 

7.  As  for  the  Religious  Training  of  the  children,  we  are  glad  to 
report  that  the  majority  of  the  pastors  liave  done  their  duty,  and  with 
their  zeal  for  the  children  have  answered  the  question  of  the  Discipline  on 
this  point  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  who  heard  their  answers. 

8.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  progress  concerning  the  circulation 
of  our  Church  Periodicals  and  Books:    yet,  there  is   room  for  much  im- 
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provement  in  the  distribution  of  all  these.     This  is  one  great  interest  that 
should  be  carefully  watched  and  encouraged  by  every  pastor. 

9.  We  would  not  fail  to  speak  of  the  Pastoral  Visitations  made  by 
the  brethren.  The  homes  have  been  looked  up  and  many  a  sick  and  dy- 
ing one  cheered  with  the  message  of  love.  With  but  few  exceptions,  the 
pastors  have  been  faithful  in  this  department  of  church  work.  Many 
homes  have  had  the  old  time  fire  carried  to  them,  and  souls  have  been 
won  to  Christ  and  Methodism. 

10.  Let  me  call  your  attention  to  our  building  and  repairing  of 
churches  and  parsonages.  In  this  work  we  have  to  battle  with  many  dif- 
ficulties, but  the  Lord  has  been  with  us  and  given  us  success.  Three 
churches  have  been  completed  and  dedicated  free  of  debt,  six  others  are 
being  built  and  will  soon  be  completed.  Arrangements  are  also  being  made 
for  others  that  will  be  erected  in  the  near  future.  Repairs  have  also  been 
made  on  others.  Two  parsonages  are  being  built.  Our  great  need  in  this 
territory  is  more  parsonages,  and  if  we  had  the  means  we  would  soon  have 
the  number  required. 

I  will  say  in  closing  this  report  that  Methodism  in  the  Greeneville  Dis- 
trict is  still  growing.  The  future  prospect  of  our  church  is  very  encourag- 
ing.    We  need  to  do  more  and  better  work  for  Christ. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  (r.  Ketron,  Presiding  Elder. 


MeMoIrs. 

REV.  WM.  C.  GRAVES. 

"A  Rood  man  is  the  noblest  work  of  God."  Such  is  tlio  inscrii^tion  on 
the  plain  but  neat  marble  slab  which  marks  the  last  resting  place  of  the 
Rev.  Wra.  C.  Graves,  who,  at  ihe  time  of  his  death,  was  one  of  the  oldest, 
and  best  men,  and  best  loved  ministers  in  the  Ilolston  Annual  Conference 
of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

He  was  born  August  13,  1815,  and  when  fifteen  years  of  age,  joined 
the  M.  E.  Church  as  a  seeker  of  religion.  Two  years  later  he  was  con- 
verted and  appointed  class  leader;  the  following  year  he  was  licensed  to 
exhort,  and  in  1834  he  was  admitted  to  the  Holston  Annual  Conference  on 
trial.  Frorj  this  date  to  the  date  of  his  death  he  lived  in  the  ranks  of  his 
Methodist  brethren,  a  man  of  God  against  whom  there  was  never  so  much 
as  an  intimation  of  evil.  When  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
withdrew  from  the  old  church,  he,  as  did  all  the  Methodist  preachers  of 
that  section,  went  with  the  new  Church,  but  when  the  old  Church  was 
again  reorganized,  he  was  amoi>g  the  first  to  re-enter  her  fold  and  labor  for 
her  success. 

During  the  war,  and  that  period  worse  than  war  that  followed  it,  W. 
C.  Graves  was  a  peacemaker:  bending  al!  his  energies  to  promote  harmony 
between  his  Methodist  brethren,  who,  as  he  says  in  his  Journal,  "were  di- 
vided by  bitter  political  sentiments."  This  was  but  in  keeping  with  his 
character  as  exhibited  throughout  his  whole  life.  He  was  ever  the  same 
sweet-spirited  man  of  even  temper,  always  desirous  of  peace.  During  his 
ministerial  life,  he  served  sixteen  years  as  presiding  elder;  edited  for  four 
years  ''The  Religious  Tntelliijencef"  was  twice  elected  to  the  general  con- 
ference. ■  When  the  East  Tennessee  Conference  was  organized,  Brother 
Graves  was  one  of  the  white  members  of  the  Holston  Conference  who 
helped  to  make  the  East  Tennessee  Conference  possible.  His  best  work  in 
this  connection  was  doubtless  the  founding  of  what  is  now  the  Morristown 
Normal  seminary,  a  school  which  has  done  and  is  doing  no  small  share  in 
the  work  of  educating  colored  men  and  women  as  teachers  and  preachers 
for  the  colored  work  in  the  South.  He  never  lost  his  interest  in  this  work 
after  he  returned  to  his  own  conference.  The  students  of  that  school 
showed  their  appreciation  of  their  old  friend  by  walking  four  miles  to  at- 
tend his  funeral  in    a  body.      As  a  preacher.  Brother   Graves  was   clear 
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and  foroofnl.  his  stylo  boins  conversational.  Wliile  he  was  not  what  men 
of  those  times  would  call  a  great  revivalist,  he  was  nevertheless  very  suc- 
cessful in  winning  souls  to  Christ;  and  many  there  are  throughout  East 
Tonnossoo,  Western  North  Carolina  and  Southwestern  Virginia  who  were 
converted  under  his  ministry.  He  was  a  faithful  pastor;  few  men  have 
prayed  in  more  East  Tennessee  homes  than  did  Wm.  C.  Graves.  In  all 
tlio.sr,  homes  he  was  ever  a  welcome  visitor.  Many  are  the  children  who 
have  climbed  upon  his  knc^es  and  received  his  word  of  advice  and  blessing. 

He  was  a  man  who  had  passed  through  great  afflictions;  six  times  had 
he  gone  to  th<>  grave-yard  to  bury  his  dead — his  wife  and  five  children. 

Within  six  weeks  he  buried  bis  wife  and  two  grown  children,  his  son 
and  a  daughter,  but  with  all  his  spirit  maintained  the  same  trustful  mood. 
An  evidence  of  his  self-control  is  found  in  his  Journal  where  he  refers  to 
the  burial  of  his  son.  There  was  no  minister  present,  and,  after  prayer 
by  a  layman.  Brother  Graves  himself  delivered  the  funeral  address. 

His  long  and  useful  life  was  brought  to  a  close  January  .'29.  189().  He 
had  been  in  failing  health  for  three  years,  but  not  until  May,  189.5,  did  the 
matter  seem  serious.  From  that  time  he  grow  worse  and  finally,  through 
great  suffering,  came  to  his  death.  His  patience  was  a  wonder  of  grace. 
His  disease,  dropsy,  gave  him  almost  constant  pain,  but  never  one  word 
of  complaint  or  impatience  escaped  his  Jips.  He  talked  of  dying  and  of 
heaven  as  one  talked  of  his  worldly  plans  of  tomorrow. 

The  writer  conducted  the  funeral  services  at  Economy  church,  two 
miles  west  of  Morristown.  There  was  a  large  concourse  of  people  present, 
rei)resentative  citizens  for  miles  around  came  to  do  him  honor.  Ten  min- 
isters of  different  denominations  were  present  and  participated  in  the  ser- 
vices, some  of  whom  had  been  associated  with  him  for  more  than  fifty 
years,  and  spoke  tenderly  of  bis  virtues.  After  the  services  at  the  church 
were  concluded,  in  accordance  with  the  desire  of  the  family,  the  body  was 
delivered  into  the  hiuids  of  the  Free  Masons,  and  by  them  buried  in  the 
church-yard  beside  his  wife  and  children.  Sixty-four  years  a  Christian  1 
Sixty-two  years  a  preacher  of  the  gospel!  Splendid  record  of  a  nobleman. 
Hut  his  life  is  not  ended;  it  will  go  on  in  influence  here  and  in  fact  yonder. 

He  !(>aves  five  children  and  oiio  sister  to  foHow  in  his  princely  foot- 
ste|)s.  Oil  the  records  of, this  Annual  Conference,  we  write  "William  C. 
(Jraves.  having  served  his  gen<M-ation  by  the  will  of  Cod,  has  now  fallen 
asleep."'  j.  y.  Jones. 


REV.  1).  S.  HODSDEN. 

Diivid  Shieffis  Hodsfleu  was  horn  February  28,  1848,  in  Sevier  county, 
Tennessee,  and  received  iiis  education  at  Princeton,  Now  Jersey. 

At  a  meeting  held  in  Sevierville  by  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Lawson,  in  1807,  he 
was  coiiverti'd  to   Cod  and    united   with    the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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Not  long  thereafter  lie  received  license  to  preach,  and  in  1875  joined  the 
Holstou  Annual  Conference  of  which  he  remained  a  member  until  his 
death,  except  for  a  brief  period  of  al)OMt  two  years,  which  was  spent  in  the 
South  Kansas  Conference.  Hrotlier  Hodsden  served  many  of  the  best  cir- 
cuits in  our  conference,  some  of  them  being  the  Sevier,  the  Clinton,  tin* 
Knox  and  the  New  Salem.  A  number  of  years  he  spent  in  station  work 
in  some  of  our  smaller  towns. 

As  a  man  he  was  modest  and  retiring:  broad  in  his  spirit  and  generous 
in  his  affections.  As  a  preacher  he  was  clear,  logical  and  forceful.  Few 
in  the  conference  was  his  superiors;  none  were  more  faithful  in  prepara- 
tion and  more  fearless  in  utterance  tl>an  he.  During  the  most  of  his  min- 
istry be  was  eminently  successful  in  evangelical  labor,  and  many  of  the 
leading  members  today,  in  the  charges  which  he  once  served,  were  led  to 
the  cross  under  his  ministry.  At  our  last  conference,  he  was  appointed 
to  the.  Fair  Garden  circuit.  He  had,  during  the  previous  year,  been  great- 
ly atllicted  by  disease,  and  was  not  well  ao  conference:  but  his  intense  de- 
sire to  continue  in  the  service,  led  him  to  accept  the  task  given  him.  It 
was  with -great  feebleness  that  he  went  to  the  circuit,  but  the  fires  of  zeal 
and  enthusiasm,  which  characterizini  the  major  part  of  his  ministry,  glow- 
ed brightly,  and  already  he  was  having  large  promise  of  a  successful  year, 
when  the  power  of  disease  again  asserted  itself  and  he  was  prostrated. 
He  was  taken  to  the  home  of  his  childhood,  now  occupied  by  his  brother, 
where,  after  lingering  a  few  weeks,  he  died  in  the  faith. 

He  leaves  five  children  who  mourn  his  death. 

Only  a  few  weeks  after  his  death,  his  wife,  who  had  been  confined  to 
lier  .bed  with  consumption  during  Brother  Hodsden's  illness,  also  passed 
away.  Two  of  the  children,  a  boy  and  a  girl,  are  grown:  the  other  three, 
a  girl  and  two  boys,  become  the  wards  of  this  conference.  Let  us  see  to 
it  that  the  children  of  our  faithful  dead  be  not  entirely  bereft,  but  by 
prayer  and  sympathy,  by  love  unstinted,  and  by  help  practical  and  gener- 
ous, let  us  make  them  our  wards  indexed.  J.  S.  Jones. 


REV.  ALBERT  G.  WATKINS. 

Rev.  Albert  G.  Watkins  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Tennessee.  May 
5,  1818,  and  departed  this  life,  at  his  home  in  Hawkins  county,  Tennes.see. 
•November  9.  189.5.  aged  seventy-seven,  and  was  buried  at  Mossy  Creek, 
Tennessee. 

In  early  youth  he  received  a  collegiate  education  and  soon  afte»ward 
studied  law.  While  q\iite  a  young  num  he  was  elected  to  represent  his 
county  in  the  State  legislature,  serving  two  terms.  A  few  years  later  he 
represented  his  district  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  serving  four 
terms,  to  his  own  credit,  and  great  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 

August  30.  1839,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Louisa  Brittion.  of  Kentucky. 
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who  died  in  the  year  1885.     He  was  married  the  second  time  in  December, 
1886,  to  Miss  Lneretia  Caldwell,  who  still  survives  him. 

In  18r>5.  at  Panther  Springs,  Tennessee,  under  the  ministry  of  the  late 
Rev.  W.  C.  (Jraves,  he  was  most  gloriously  converted  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  truth  as  it  is  in  Christ,  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
immediately  began  praying  in  public,  and  before  the  meeting  closed,  he 
delivered  his  first  public  exhortation  to  his  neighbors.  Soon  thereafter  he 
received  license  to  preach,  and  joined  the  Holston  Conference  in  1866,  and 
traveled  Mossy  Creek.  Morristown,  Dandridge,  Knox,  Jacksboro,  Fincas- 
tle.  Rutledge  and  other  charges  with  great  acceptability.  It  was  while  in 
charge  of  the  Rutledge  circuit  in  1887  that  his  health  failed,  and  he  was 
compelled  to  give  up  the  work,  and  take  a  superannuated  relation  to  the 
conference,  and  was  never  able  to  preach  but  seldom  afterwards,  but  still 
manifested  great  interest  in  the  success  of  the  Church. 

Brother  Watkins  was  a  great  student,  and  was  well  versed  in  the  Bi- 
ble and  other  books,  and  always  had  something  new  as  well  as  interesting 
to  say.  He  was  a  man  of  deep  piety,  a  popular  preacher,  a  good  revivalist 
and  an  excellent  paster,  always  becoming  well  acquainted  with  people  in 
their  homes. 

For  several  years  he  was  a  great  sufferer,  but  manifested  great  pa- 
tience, never  complaining  of  his  lot,  but  rather  rejoicing  in  the  grace  that 
sustained  him. 

His  strength  gradually  failed  him,  and  he  quietly  and  victoriously 
passed  to  his  rest,  respected  and  beloved  by  all.  "Mark  the  perfect  man, 
and  behold  the  upright,  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace." 

T.  R.  West, 


REV.  DANIEL  BRADLEY  LAWTON. 

Daniel  B.  Lawton  was  born  in  the  western  part  of  New  York,  June  5, 
1814,  and  died  near  Keuka,  Florida,  May  12,  1896,  in  the  eighty-second 
year  of  his  age. 

Brother  Lawton  was  powerfully  converted  to  God  when  only  twelve 
years  old,  and  began  to  preach  when  in  his  eighteenth  year.  He  began 
his  ministry  in  the  old  Black  River  Conference,  and  for  over  sixty-four 
years  was  a  member  of  the  itinerant  ranks.  He  was  a  man  of  heroic  faith 
and  courage,  profoundly  versed  in  the  doctrines  of  ther  word  of  God  as  ex- 
pounded by  Wesley  and  the  early  Methodist  fathers.  As  a  preacher  he 
was  clear,  strong  and  full  of  unction  and  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Brother  Lawton  only  spent  a  few  years  of  active  service  in  the  Holston 
Conference  and  was  not  well  known  by  many  of  our  ministers,  but  was 
held  in  high  honor  and  esteem  by  all  who  had  the  privilege  of  an  intimate 
:u-(iuaintance  with  him.      The  data  for  a  full  and  proper   biographical  no- 
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tice  are  not  at  the  command  of  the  writer,  but  it  is  only  plain  and  simple 
truth  to  say  that  his  Christian  life  and  experience  were  simple  and  child- 
like, but  full  and  deep,  constantly  enriched  and  sweetened  by  communion 
with  the  blessed  Jesus.  For  a  good  many  years  he  was  a  groat  sutrorer  by 
reason  of  physical  infirmity,  and  also  from  the  embarrassnuMits  and  priva- 
tions of  poverty,  but  he  was  sweet  spirited  and  patient,  and  full  of  joyful 
expectation  of  the  rest  aiul  glory  avyaiting  the  faithful  folIowcM-  of  the  Lord 
Jesus. 

His  faith  did  not  falter,  but  his  confidence  and  peace  and  joy  and 
eagerness  to  depart  and  enter  into  rest  constantly  increased. 

He  died  in  great  peace.  J.  J.  Mankkr. 


R^V.   A.  J.  GREER. 

One  by  one  the  fathers  of  the  Holston  Conference  are  passing  away. 
Among  those  who  have  entered  upon  their  eternal  reward  during  the  year 
is  the  Rev.  Andrew  J.  Greer. 

Brother  Greer  was  born  in  the  state  of  Kentucky  in  December,  1832, 
and  died  Nov.  30,  189.5.  In  1864  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Holli- 
day,  who  sits  in  sorrow,  mourning  for  her  departed  companion,  and  listen- 
ing for  the  voice  that  shall  call  her  to  rejoin  him  in  the  land  where  there 
is  no  more  death. 

The  ministerial  life  of  Brother  Greer  was  long  and  useful.  In  18.56  he 
was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Rev.  W.  C.  D.iily,  and  joined  the  M.  E. 
Church,  South,  in  which  church  he  was  ordained  Deacon  by  the  Rev.  Bish- 
op Andrews.  Soon  the  pent  up  fury  of  civil  conflict  broke  loose  in  the 
nation  and  tiireatened  to  disrupt  the  state,  as  ecclesiastical  turmoil  had 
already  divided  the  church,  and  brother  Greer,  like  many  other  heroic 
preachers  in  East  Tennessee  Methodism,  bore  his  share  of  the  sufferings 
and  dangers  that  surrounded  those  who  were  loyal  to  the  government  of 
their  fathers.  When  the  clouds  of  war  were  lifted  and  peace  once  more 
smiled  upon  the  land,  brother  Greer  met  the  brethren  who  were  organiz- 
ing this  Holston  Conference  at  Athens.  Tenn.,  and  there,  on  June  1,  1865, 
he  was  ordained  Elder  and  received  into  the  Holston  Conference  as  a  trav- 
eling preacher.  For  thirty-nine  years  this  faithful  man  of  God  preached, 
with  blessed  results,  the  gospel  of  reconciliation.  The  people  hung  upon 
his  ministry,  reverenced  him  and  loved  him  for  his  noble  qualities  and  un- 
flagging zeal  in  the  cause  of  our  Lord  and  Master.  Many,  among  whom  is 
the  writer  of  this,  in  the  last  day  will  rise  up  and  call  him  blessed,  for 
with  earnestness  of  soul,  vigor  of  thought  and  profound  love,  he  called 
them  to  repentance  and  brought  them  to  Christ. 

In  the  course  of  his  life  Brother  Greer  often  held  offices  of  public  trust 
and  responsibitity.  Never  in  any  oilfice  that  he  ever  held  did  he  dim  the 
lustre  of  his  christian  character.     A  man  of  honor,  of  integrity,  of  sterling 
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wortli  lie  livod  above  suspicion  aiicl  prost-rved,  while  in  civil  office  the  spot- 
less reputation  that  was  freely  accorded  him  as  a  minister  of  Jesus  Christ. 
His  last  days  wore  days  of  peace.  For  him  deatli  had  no  terrors.  He  de- 
clared his  readiness  to  depart,  the  river  to  him'  was  a  brook  and  he  looked 
with  Joy  to  his  everlasting  reward  in  the  presence  of  his  Redeemer  and 
Friend.  He  rests  from  his  labors,  for  he  never  ceased  to  proclaim  eternal 
life,  and  has  joined  the  immortals,  who  walk  in  white,  and  behold  forever 
the  face  of  God  in  everlasting  joy.  To  his  sorrowing  companion  of  life's 
journey,  we  send  our  message  of  sympathy  and  cheer,  and  pray  that  in 
the  inlinite  mercy  of  God  we,  with  her,  may  greet  our  departed  brother  in 
the  land  of  light  and  life  and  eternal  love.  W.  T.  Senter. 


REV.  E.  L.  FILLMORE. 
The  Holston  Conference  has  lost  one  of  its  efficient  members  and  Hill 
City  charge  a  faithful  and  successful  pastor,  by  the  death  of  Rev.  E.  L. 
Fillmore  which  occurred  at  Hill  City  August  12,  1896.  He  was  born  in 
Champaign.  Til.,  June  11,  1864.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  graduated  from 
high  school  and  was  preparing  for  college  when  his  health  failed  and  he 
was  obliged  to  give  up  study  till  later  in  life.  In  company  with  his  parents 
he  moved  to  Minnesota  in  1883,  and  settled  at  Big  Lake.  Here  he  was 
married  in  1886  to  Miss  Ella  B.  Parrett,  who  with  three  children  survives 
him.  He  was  converted  in  1887  and  joined  the  M.  E.  Church,  of  which 
his  wife  was  a  member  when  he  married  her.  In  1889  he  removed  to  South 
Dakota  and  engaged  in  farming  and  also  attended  Pierre  college.  Having 
felt  from  the  time  of  his  conversion  that  he  was  called  of  God  to  the  min- 
istry, he  joined  the  South  Dakota  conference  in  October,  1891,  and  was  ap- 
pointed to  Heckla  charge.  He  remained  in  this  place  two  years  and  was 
then  appointed  to  Langford.  His  labor  on  these  charges  was  hard,  having 
to  preach  three  times  on  Sunday  and  face  the  terrible  blizzards  in  the  win- 
ter. His  health  failed  on  the  second  charge  and  he  was  obliged  to  seek  a, 
warmer  climate.  He  moved  to  Tennessee  in  the  fall  of  1894,  and  was  ap- 
pointed to  Hill  City  charge  where  he  was  completing  his  second  year  when 
called  from  labor  to  reward.  He  had  also  completed  two  years  in  the 
School  of  Theology  of  "Grant  University  and  expected  to  graduate  ne.Kt 
May.  Although  doing  double  work  during  these  two  years  he  did  efficient 
work  in  both  fields.  Twelve  of  his  brethren  in  the  ministry  attended  his 
funfii-al  and  si.\-  of  his  fellow  students  acted  as  pall  bearers!  His  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  in  a  beautiful  new  cemetery  which  he  had  dedicated  a, 
few  months  before  his  death.  Although  be  had  been  in  the  South  only 
two  years  he  had  gained  a  large  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact  and  wilt  be  greatly  missed  in  the  church  he 
served  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived,  Orud  in  the  school  in  which  he 
would  have  been  a  senior  the  ensuing  vear.  (1.  T.  NEWCoxtii. 
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REV.  S.  ]{.  vSCOTT. 

Rev.  Samiiol  B.  Scott,  oiico  a  membor  of  tliis  eonferonco,  lias  tinished 
his  work  and  gone  to  his  reward. 

He  was  born  in  western  New  York  November  3,  18:39,  and  died  at  Oli- 
ver Springs,  Tennessee,  .January  O,  1890.  He  was  ordained  deacon  by 
Bishop  Jones  September  8,  1867,  and  joined  the  Holston  Conference  Octo- 
ber, 1877,  and  was  ordained  elder  by  Bishop  Simpson  October  2,  1883.  He 
served  the  fcllowing  charges:  Hnntsville,  four  y<!ars;  Scarbroiigli,  two 
years:  Jamestown,  two  years:  Sunbright,  two  years:  Crossville.  three  years; 
Oliver  Springs,  two  years. 

He  was  loyal  to  the  Church  and  to  his  God,  always  went  to  where  he 
was  appointed  without  a  murmur  or  complaint.  I  think  I  never  knew  a 
better  man.  He  was  industrious  because  he  was  good.  All  good  men  are 
industrious.  He  always  impressed  his  people  with  his  profound  piety.  He 
had  a  spotless  character  and  a  blameless  life.  In  him  was  no  guile.  He 
had  a  correct  view  of  life,  and  that  was  to  glorify  God  and  to  better  the 
world.  He  lived  for  others  and  not  for  himself.  He  was  a  model  pastor 
and  always  preached  the  best  he  could.  His  life  was  a  model  for  others. 
Doubtless  he  went  sweeping  through  the  gates  washed  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb.  A.  C.  Pkteks. 


MRS.  J.  H.  JENNINGS. 


Lizzie  A.  Reeves,  daughter  of  Peter  M.  and  Matilda  Reeves,  was  born 
in  Washington  county,  Tennessee,  within  two  miles  of  what  is  now  John- 
son City,  June  13,  1852,  and  departed  this  life,  near  the  place  of  her  birth, 
April  .^,  1896.  It  was  her  good  fortune  to  be  well  born  and  well  reared. 
The  home  in  which  she  first  saw  the  light  of  this  world  was,  in  the  truest 
sense,  a  Christian  home:  from  the  family  altar  the  incense  of  prayer  and 
praise  ascended  to  heaven  morning  and  evening  of  each  day.  Not  only 
the  children  and  servants,  but  the  visitors  as  well,  could  not  fail  to  be  im- 
pressed with  the  fact  that  here  religion  was  considered  as  being  of  supreme 
importance,  and,  whatever  else  might  be  slighted  or  neglected,  nothing 
would  be  tolerated  which  militated  against  the  worship  and  service  of  God. 
Peter  M.  Reeves  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influ- 
ential members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  East  Tennessee,  one 
of  its  most  loyal  and  devoted  adherents,  ablest  defenders,  most  liberal  sup- 
porters. His  house  was  not  only  "the  preacher's  home"  in  the  usual  ac- 
ceptation of  this  term,  but  was  in  fact  the  only  home  some  of  our  pastors 
knew  on  the  Jonesboro  circuit  during  their  terra  of  service.  An  intimate 
acquaintance  with  our  church  in  this  section  extending  over  thirty  years, 
and  with  its  prominent  laymen  in  East  Tennessee,  leads  us  to  question 
whether   our  Methodism,  since   its  reorganization    here,  is  more  indebted 
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for  its  maiiitenanco  and  progress  to  any  layman  than  to  Peter  M.  Reeves, 
the  father  of  her  in  whose  honor  this  sketch  has  been  written. 

At  fourteen  years  of  age.  Addie,  as  she  was  familiarly  called,  made  a 
public  profession  of  faith  in  Christ  and  immediately  identified  herself  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Oak  Grove,  Jonesboro  circuit;  and,  so 
far  as  any  outward  demonstration  can  determine,  she  lived  to  the  close  of 
her  life  in  the  service  of  God — a  devoted,  conscientious,  self  sacrificing 
Christian.  She  was,  as  we  judge,  happily  married  to  our  brother,  John  H. 
Jennings,  May  12.  1881,  and  became  the  mother  of  nine  children,  three  of 
whom  were  in  glory  before  her,  and  the  babe,  only  a  few  hours  old  when 
the  mother  was  called  away,  has  since  joined  her  in  the  mansion  of  light 
to  be  separated  from  her  no  more  forever. 

At  the  time  of  their  marriage.  Brother  Jennings  had  living  one  son,  by 
a  former  marriage,  nearly  grown,  and  very  soon  thereafter  his  aged  father 
came  to  make  his  home  with  them. 

To  an  inexperienced  girl  her  new  position  brought  duties  and  respond 
sibilities  of  a  peculiarly  delicate  and  trying  nature,  but  she  measured  up 
nobly  to  the  demands  upon  her  and  discharged  every  obligation  in  a  con- 
sciencious,  self  sacrificing,  cheerful  spirit,  winning  the  love  and  gratitude 
of  those  to  whom  she  ministered.  To  her  husband  she  was  not  only  an  af- 
fectionate companion,  but  a  true  helpmate,  managing  their  domestic  af- 
fairs with  wisdom,  frugality  and  marked  ability,  and  made  for  him  and 
their  children  a  home  of  comfort,  of  brightness  and  joy — a  beautiful  type 
of  the  Home  beyond  the  river  of  Death.  Her  summons  came  suddenly  and 
unexpectedly,  but  she  was,  we  doubt  not,  prepared  through  grace  divine 
to  obey  it  with  cheerful  readiness,  and  with  joyful  heart  go  to  meet  her 
loved  ones  and  to  see  the  King  in  His  beauty. 

'•There  is  a  land  mine  eye  hath  seen 
In  visions  of  enraptured  thought. 
So  bright,  that  all  which  spread  between 

Is  with  its  radiant  glories  fraught. 
A  land  upon  whose  blissful  shore 

There  rests  no  shadow,  falls  no  stain: 
There  those  who  meet  shall  part  no  more, 
Anci  those  long  parted  meet  again." 

J.  S.  Petty. 


MRS.  D.  S.  HODSDEN. 


.Mrs.  D.  S.  Hodsden  was  born  in  Knox  county,  Tennessee, 

and  died  at  her  father's,  Joseph   Har- 
bison.      

When  (|uite  young,  she  was   noted  for   her  womanly  qualities  and  in- 
gratiated herself  into  the  affections  of  all   her  acquaintances.       When    a 
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young  lady  of  some  eighteen  summers,  during  a  revival  conducted  by  the 
writer  at  Clapp  Chapel,  Knox  Circuit,  she  professed  faith  in  Christ  and 
soon  after  joined  the  M.  E.  Church,  South.  In  1891  she  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Rev.  D.  S.  Hodsdon,  of  the  Holston  Conference,  and  at  once 
joined  him  in  his  itinerant  work,  rendering  him  valuable  assistance.  More 
than  a  year  ago  that  dreadful  disease,  consumption,  began  to  make  inroads 
upon  her  health;  and  she  grew  rapidly  worse,  so  much  so,  that  when  her 
husband  sickened  and  died  she  was  unable  to  be  with  him  or  attend  his 
funeral. 

Sister  Hodsdon  had  set  her  house  in  order,  and,  as  the  close  of  life 
drew  near,  she  became  perfectly  resigned  to  her  fate,  and,  in  the  home  of 
her  youth,  surrounded  by  her  relatives,  and  friends,  she  quietly  passed  to 
her  reward,  to  join  with  those  who  had  gone  before,  where  sickness  and 
death  never  come. 

Blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord.  T.  R.  West. 
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Established  ISST.  Incorporated   1892. 


(INCORPORATED.) 
Wholesale  and  Manufacturing      "OUR  EXTRACTS' 


National  Baking  Powder 

ibiVo"wing  Merite:*  ^    jl^IV U VJ VJ^IO  1  Oi[  Lemon  and  Vanilla 


is  distin.uishea  for  the      jDRUGGISTS  J  Ler 


Purity  strength.      1        NO.  2U  GAY  STREET,        L^    f^^'^^'^■:•■ 

Economy  and                                                        I  Strength,  Purity 
Whoicsomeness.  KNCXYILLE     TENNESSEE    1 and  Delicacy. 


Xaf  f  f  d  6h 


ro., 

vJ  i>otograpi\ers, 

.atest  in  Picture. . . .  /  Sa^  .  .  ^  .ff       (T 

Frames  and  Mouldings.  ^' Street,  -/vT\CX>?Ule,  ZJ  e^r\X\, 


BRADLEY  <&  HA7XTBS, 

SboeeSeiDate. 

E.reluslre    Af/ents    for    the     WeU-hnoivn    Line    of 

ZEIGLER  BROS.  cHmli.  SHOES, 

Ol'R  PLACE,  509  GAY  STREET, 

NEXT  DOOR  TO  EAST  TENN.  NAT.  BANK.  KNOXVILLE.  TENNESSEE 

/iDafter  ot 


Don  Lyle  Patented  Cork  Bottom  Shoe. 


Easiest  and  most  Flexible  Sboe  Worn. 

C\j.re:s  Corns  on  tlrxe;  IBottonn.s  o£IFe:e:t. 


Oetieral  Repairing,  Cement  Patcliin^and  Half-soling 
l.adleH  and  Ocnts  Pump  Soled  Shoes  a  Specialty. 

lylorristo^x^n,  -  _  Te:nn.e:sse;e:. 


